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Monthly Summary. 


ee 


Domestic.—On Thursday the 4th of 
July ultimo, a banquet was given to Mr. 
William Lloyd Garrison, at the Trevelyan 
a Hotel, Manchester. Mr. 

. Bazley occupied the chair; and _ the 
company numbered about 100 ladies and 
entlemen. An address was moved by the 
ev. S. S. Steinthall, seconded by Dr. 
J. Watts, and supported by Mr. Jacob 
Bright. 

On the 9th, another company met Mr. 
Garrison, in the Assembly Rooms, West- 
gate Street, Newcastle.- The Hall was 
crowded, and amongst those present were 
nearly all the earliest advocates of negro 
emancipation in Newcastle and Tyneside. 
After the company had partaken of refresh- 
ments, the audience adjourned to the 
Assembly Room, where the meeting was 
constituted. Mr. Councillor John Maw- 
son occupied the chair, and an address to 
Mr. Garrison, moved by Mr. J. Wilson, 
and seconded by Mr. Clephan, was adopted 
and presented. 

Mr. J. Cowen, jun., then read and pre- 
sented to Mr. Garrison an address from 
the working men of North Shields. 

A deputation from the Cotton Supply 
Association had an interview with his 
Highness the Viceroy of Egypt, on Thurs- 
day, the 11th ultimo, at Dudley House, to 
present an address from the Association. 

A lecture on “ Jamaica and the late out- 
break” was delivered on Monday the 15th 
ultimo, at King-street Hall, Long Acre, by 
Mr. G. B. Clarke, a negro, one of the 








sufferers by martial-law, which proved so 
disastrous to many innocent persons. -The 
lecture was very interesting. Mr. Clarke’s 
seizure and confinement being related with 
considerably piquancy, and also the un- 
English like manner in which Provost- 
marshal Ramsay treated the prisoners. 

On Thursday, the 18th ultimo, the Town 
Council of Edinburgh met for the purpose 
of presenting Mr. Garrison with the free- 
dom of the city, for his long exertions to 
secure the abolition of Slavery in America. 
There was a large attendance, and Lord 
Provost Chambers presided. 

In Glasgow, on the same day, a public 
breakfast was given in honour of the dis- 
tinguished abolitionist. The company 
numbered 150 persons, and included the 
principal representatives of the Liberal 
party. On the motion of Dr. Anderson, 
seconded by Mr. W. Smeal, an address was 
presented to Mr. Garrison. 

On Sunday the 28th ultimo, a deputa- 
tion from the Committee of the British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, accom- 
panied by another from the Comité Fran- 
cais d’ Emancipation, were admitted to an 
audience of the king of Portugal, at the 
Pavillon Marsar, in the Palace of the 
Thuileries. Addresses from each Society 
were presented to him, the text of which, 
and a full report of the proceedings will 
be found in another column. 

In the House of Lords, Earl Russell 
called the attention of their Lordships 
to the unseemly conduct on the bench 
in Jamaica, of Mr. Purcell, one of the 
recently appointed stipendiary magis- 
trates, which elicited from the Duke of 
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Buckingham an intimation that he had 
informed Sir John Grant he was not to 
continue Mr. Purcell in office. 

In.the. House. of Commons on the 4th 
ultimo, Sir T. F. Buxton called Lord 
Stanley’s attention to the recent interview 
in Paris, of a deputation oe the ao = 
Foreign Anti-Slav ciety with the 
Viceroy of Egypt. ts reply Lord Stanley 
said, there might be a difficulty in granting 
the arbitrary power of the right of search 
asked for by. the Viceroy as a means of 
putting down the White Nile slave-trade. 

On the 19th, the House voted 43001. 
to complete the sum required to pay 
salaries and allowancesto stipendiary jus- 
tices in Jamaica. 

On the 22nd, Mr. Adderley, in answer to 
Mr. R. Mills, said that early in the ensu- 
ing session, a measure would be introduced, 
having for its object to relieve this country 
of the burden of paying 20,300/. per 
annum for ecclesiastical establishments in 
the West Indies. 

On the same evening, and on the 23rd, 
the question of the reduction and the 
abolition of the slave-squadron on the 
West Coast of Africa was discussed ; in the 
first instance, on the vote for 24,000/. to 
complete the sum necessary for bounties 
on slaves, and for their support and con- 
veyance ; and in the second instance, on 
the motion of Sir H. Bruce, that the squad- 
ron, as hitherto was no longer 
expedient. In the former case, Alderman 
Lusk moved the reduction of the vote by 
50001. Both metions were ultimately 
withdrawn, the sense of the House being 
in favour of the statu quo for the present. 

On the 2nd of the month, an interosting 


debate took place in the House of Com- | fl 


mons, upon Mr. O’Reilly calling its 
attention to the question of martial-law, 
as submitted in the recent charge of the 
Lord Chief-Justice, and upon his motion 
that the ‘‘ House would regard as utterly 
void and illegal, any commission or pro- 
clamation purporting or pretending to 

roclaim martial-law in any part ot this 

ingdom.” The motion was ultimately 
withdrawn. 

The preliminary arrangements for hold- 
ing the Paris Anti-Slavery Conference are 
now completed, as will be seen by the 
circular in our leader column. No other 
will be issued, nor will any cards be given 
in London to delegatss or others. ‘he 
office of the Conference is in Paris, at No. 
53, Rue Vivienne. The Conference will 
be held in the Salle Herz, No. 48 Rue de 
la Victoire, Chaussée d’ Autin, on Monday 
the 26th and Tuesday the 27th of the 
current month, and the chair will be 
taken each day at twelve o’clock punc- 
tually. 
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By Orders made by the Queen in the 
Council held on the 26th June ultimo, the 
jurisdiction of the West-Indian Incum- 
bered. Estates Court was extended: to the 
islands of Dominica and Nevis. By prior 
Orders in Council the islands of Jamaica, 
St. Vincent, Grenada, Tobago, Antigua, 
and Montserrat and the Virgin Islands 
were placed under the jurisdiction of the 
same court. The vigorous operation of 
these courts would greatly benefit all 
classes of the colonia] population, particu- 
larly in Jamaica. There is little doubt 
that the outbreak in Morant Bay had its 
remote origin in land disputes. 

Advertisements in the Ipswich papers 
announced for sale, on the 26th ultimo, 
the whole of the household furniture of 
Playford Hall, once the residence of the 
venerated Thomas Clarkson. His library, 
consisting of 1400 volumes, collected by 
himself, most rich in theological and his- 
torical work, and a cabinet of unique 
African curiosities, are included in thesale. 

It appears from a return lately issued 
that during the twelve months ending 
April 1, 1865, there were employed on the 
West Coast of Africa in suppressing the 
slave-trade 1449 officers aud men, exclu- 
sive of natives. The number of officers 
and men who died or were invalided was 
157 ; killed and wounded while on duty 
there, 13; prize money taken, 1083/. 19s. 
3d. ; slaver captured, 1; slaves released by 
the courts, rl. 

In the year 1866 thirty-four slave dhows 
and other slave vessels were captured on 
the coasts of Africa by Her Majesty’s 
ships—two by the Espmr, six by the Pen- 
guim, two by the Lyra, nine by the High- 
yer, nine by the Wasp, six by the Panta- 
loon. A brigantine captured on the West. 
Coast had no siaves on board, but was 
fully equipped, and 550 slaves were waiting 
to embark from the shore. The Dahomey, 
from Portugal, also captured on the West 
Coast, had only three slaves on board, but 
600 were held in readiness to embark. 
All the other captures were made on the 
East Coast. 1303 slaves were found on 
board the vessels captured. Several, how- 
ever, had no slaves on board, but had 
landed slaves—one dhow as many as 176. 
One large Arab dhow from Zanzibar had 
200 on board ; twenty-eight were captured 
and the rest drowned. Five of the vessels 
are described as unseaworthy. 

Arrica.—Gerhard Rohlf, a young 
African traveller, who is patronized by the 
Royal Geographical Society and the 
Bremen Senate, writes to the effect that 
the city of Kuka, on Lake Tsad, Bornu, is 
the centre of a vast slave-trade. Kuka is 
a city of sixty thousand inhabitants.  Lts 
business is active ; everybody seems busy. 
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But the only trade of that people is the 
barter in slaves. The slaves stand for 
sale before the city gates. The traffic was 
never so busy as at this very time. The 
slaves must cross the Great Desert after 
they are bought, and they proceed in 
caravans, sometimes numbering thousands. 
The caravan by which Mr. Rohlf’s letter 
came consisted of five thousand slaves, who 
were on their way northward to Fezzan. 
Large numbers of the slaves die on the 
road from hunger, thirst, and fever. The 
great pathways over the desert are literally 
white with the bleached bones of these 
poor human creatures. 

Brazit.—Mr. Consul Morgan, in his 
Commercial Report on the trade of Brazil, 
for the year 1866, states that sugar, 
though formerly almost entirely the pro- 
duct of slave-labour, does not appear to 
have suffered from the complete abolition 
and cessation of the slave traffic. The 
exports of last year amounted to 48,000 
tons, whilst the average of the preceding 
twenty-five years was only about 41,000 
tons. Of the total amount exported, 
about 36,000 tons went to Great Britain, 
or a Channel port for orders ; 1200 tons 
direct to France; 2700 tons to Sweden ; 
2700 tons to Portugal; 3000 tons to the 
United States ; and the remainder to the 
River Plate, Holland, Germany, and Spain. 
The proportion of the different qualities of 
sugar produced had considerably altered. 
Planters find it not worth their while to 
make the better qualities, the difference in 
price not paying for the trouble and delay, 
and now but. seldom take the pains of 
claying their sugar. In consequence of 
this, less than one-fourth of the whole 
crop at present consists of whites, about 
one-fourth of clayed browns, and above 
one-half is raw suyar. 

Cusa.—A deficit in the sugar crop of 
100,000 boxes reported :--The exports of 
the whole island in the aggregate, to the 
30th April, amounted to 550,000 boxes, 
and 204,000 hogsheads, against 506,000 
boxes, and 190,000 hogsheads to same date 
in 1866. Of this, 37°56 per cent. has gone 
to the North of Europe, against 24°61 per 
cent last year; and 47 ‘64 per cent. to the 
United States, against 57°65 per cent. last 

ear. The stock in the Havana stores on 
the 30th April was 340,000 boxes against 
336,000 last vear. Several Estates have 
commenced the experiment of working 
with free-]: bour, which promises to be 
completely successful. 

Dates to the 6th July are to hand. A 
cargo of 500 slaves had been successfully 
landed and immediately distributed. The 
negroes were Conyoes. 

here is a rumour that the last Spanish 
mail steamer brought out a royal decree, 
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declaring free all coloured children born 
of slave parents on and after the Ist of 
July next. After said date any slave may 
obtain his or her liberty for the amount 
of 250 dollars. It is said that the decree — 
had not been published, for fear its sudden 
circulation among the coloured classes might 
produce an enthusiastic demonstration, 
which, perhaps, would be dangerous. 

Mavrittvus.—A frightful epidemic fever 
had broken out in Mauritius. The num- 
ber of deaths reached 250 a day. The 
whole population amounts to about 300,000, 
of whom up to the latest dates, 15,000 had 
died. 

Unrtep Srares. —Congressional. — The 
adjourned session of the Fortieth Congress 
reassembled at Washington on Wednesday, 
July 3rd, a full quorum being present in 
both Houses. In the House there arose 
a question as to the legality of the election 
of the Kentucky delegation. Their cre- 
dentials were referred to the Committee 
on Elections, and they were debarred from 
taking their seats until a report was 
received. 

Speaker Colfax had announced as mem- 
bers of the Reconstruction Committee the 
following gentlemen:— Thad. Stevens, 
George 8. Boutwell, John A. Bingham, 
J. F. Farnsworth, C. T. Hulburd, F. C. 
Beaman, H. C. Paine, F. A. Pike and 
Jam¢s Brooks. 

The Senate agreed to confine their deli- 
berations to the subject of reconstruction. 

The Supplementary Reconstruction Bill 
presents the following principal points :— 
That the Bill of March 2nd, 1867, shall be 
construed to mean that the military autho- 
rity established by that Act is paramount 
to any civil government, aud prohibits all 
interference with the military authority. 
Gives the military commanders power to 
remove, under the approval of the general 
of the armies of the United States, any 
officer under the so-called state govern- 
ments. Confirms all acts of suspension 
heretofore done. Defines who may regis- 
ter, and extends the time of registratiun. 
The Bill passed both Houses, and was 
vetoed by the President, but passed over 
his head by the required majorities. Con- 
gress will probably adjourn to about the 
third Wednesday in October next, when 
the majority of the Judiciary Committee 
will be ready to report in favour of im- 
peachment, and to press their reports to 
an adoption 

The President has in all exercised his 
right of veto twelve times, and each time 
has been defeated. The last majorities 
were, in the Senate 40 to 7, and in the 
House 114 to 25: the most decided that 
have ever overruled this privilege of the 
President’s. 
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Miscellaneous. — General Schofield, in 
Virginia, has issued an order for the pur- 
pose of giving adequate protection to all 
persons in their rights of person and pro- 
perty, where the civil authorities fail to do 
so, directing the appointment of Military 
Commissioners in sub-districts hereafter to 
be defined, clothing them with the powers 
of magistrates, and giving them command 
of the police, sheriffs, and constables. 
They are to take jurisdiction in all cases 
where they believe justice is not done. 
Trial by the civil courts is to be preferred 
whenever justice can be thus obtained ; but 
the paramount jurisdiction assumed by the 
Military Commissioner in any case will be 
exclusive, unless otherwise ordered by the 
commanding general. General Brown, of 
the Freedmen’s Bureau in Virginia, has 
issued a circular, directing the officers, in 
view of the hostility which may exist to the 
freedmen’s voting, to see that every freed- 
man is instructed in his right, and that he 
is registered and votes, if he chooses to do 
80. 

The City Council of Nashville has made 
provision for the free education of all 
coloured children between the ages of five 
and fifteen years, on precisely the same 
footing as white children. 

A decision of importance to northern and 
southern merchants has been made by Chief 
Justice Chase in the United-States Circuit 
Court at Richmond. The points at issue 
were the liability of southern merchants 
who paid their indebtedness to northern 
merchants during the war to the confede- 
rate government, under the Sequestration 
Act. The Chief Justice held that the money 
so paid into the hands of the Confederate 
government was no discharge of the debt, 
and that the parties were still liable. Le- 
-gal rights could neither be originated nor 
«defeated by the action of the central autho- 
rities of the late rebellion. The Chief 
Justice therefore decided that the de- 
fendants residing in the south were still 
liable for their debts, and also for the in- 
terest. 

West Inpies.—Jamaica.—The planter 
party, much irritated against the Governor, 
-oun account of his new financial scheme, 
has been holding meetings in opposition 
thereto. It seems, however, that the 
negro population, who were to turn rebel- 
lious, are paying the new taxes willingly 
and peaceably. 

A great commotion had been caused in 
the island by the flight and subsequent 
capture of Mr. Wilson, Secretary of the 
Trelawny Savings’ Bank, his defalcations 
amounting to at least 8000). 

The Governor has settled upon a sys- 
tem of popular education which is shortly 
to be put in practice. The expenditure 
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to carry it out is not to be confined to the 
3000/. usually granted for educational pur- 
poses. 

A Mr. Purcell, one of the new stipen- 
diary magistrates, who had been acting as 
District pe A in Manchester, having a 
case before him, and having heard an 
ex parte statement relating to it, declared 
his mind was made up, upon which Mr. 
Davis, for the defence, remonstrated 
against the injustice. A disgraceful scene 
then ensued, in the course of which, Mr, 
Purcell expressed a contemptuous opinion 
of the Lord Chief Justice of England’s 
judgment in the case of Nelson and Brand, 
and said he owed his elevation to the 
favour of the late Lord Palmerston. Tho 
conduct of Mr. Purcell had been taken up 
by the Governor. 

A commission to inquire into the Im- 
migration question has been appointed, 
but its composition does not appear to give 
satisfaction in some quarters, it being 
asserted that the ultimate report will be 
decided upon by parties interested in the 
question. 

The Commissioners appointed are :—The 
Hon. E. E. Rusworth, D.C.L., Financial 
Secretary. 

Mr, Gilbert Shaw, Clerk of the Peace, 
Vere. 

Mr, W. M. Anderson, Agent General of 
Immigration. 

Mr. C. L. Hider, Stipendiary Justice. 

And they are directed to inquire and 
report upon : 

The treatment Immigrants receive. 

The minimum quantity of work required, 
to earn these wages. 

The rationing of Coolies for some time 
after their arrival, and until their accli- 
matization. 

His Excellency has also appointed another 
Commission to inquire into, and report 
upon Beckford’s and Smith’s Charities, in 
St. Catherine. The Governor is disposed 
to introduce a system of Industrial Edu- 
cation, that will be of benefit to the future 
of Jamaica. The teachers are to be brought 
from Scotland. 

The Commissioners named are :— 

The Hon. E. E. Rushworth, D.C. L., Fi- 
nancial Secretary. 

The Hon. Edward Jordon, C.B., Island 
Secretary. 

Mr. Justice Blair, District Judge. 

Mr. John Savage, Inspector of Schools. 

Two new batches of Indian Coolie im- 
migrants had arrived, in all 875, They 
were immediately allotted. 

Fifteen estates had been put up for sale, 
comprising a total of more than 11,000 
acres. 

Haiti.—General Salnave is definitely 
settled as the head of the Government, 
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and tranquillity had been re-established 
A general amnesty—excepting from it 
General Geffrard—had been proclaimed. 
Solouque was expected. 

Mr. Purcell, the Jamaica stipendiary, 
who took upon himself to declare in that 
island, that Chief Justice Cockburn was no 
lawyer, and owed his promotion to political 
causes, does not seem to have improved his 
prospects by that impudent step, in spite 
of the unblushing support given him in the 
House of Lords by Lord Denman and Lord 
Melville. Lord Denman begged to remind 
their Lordships that “ the grand jury did 
not think much of the charge, for they 
threw out the bill.” Lord Melville blurted 
out that ‘‘a more unjust, unfair, and par- 
tial charge was never delivered by any 
judge.’ No one else ventured an apology 
for Mr. Purcell. The Colonial Secretary 
(the Duke of Buckingham) condemned 
him, and intiinated that he would not be 
employed inany judicial position in Jamaica. 
Lord Cairns condemned him. The Lord 
Chancellor condemned both Mr. Purcell 
and Lord Melville, Lord Cranworth con- 
curred with the Lord Chancellor, and the 
nett result was that Mr. Purcell will come 
back from Jamaica re infectd, and that the 
House of Lords have severely snubbed both 
Viscount Melville and Lord Denman. 








PARLIAMENTARY RECORD. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


MR. PURCELL, OF JAMAICA, AND CHIEF JUSTICE 
COCKBURN, 


Eart Russett asked the Secretary for the 
Colonies whether his attention had been called 
to the offensive remarks made by a stipendiary 
magistrate in Jamaica, Mr. Purcell, on the 
charge of Chief Justice Cockburn in the case of 
General Nelson. 

After a few words from Lord Denman, 

Earl MELVILLE said that a more unjust or a 
more partial charge than that of the Chief Jus- 
tice was never delivered from the bench. 

The Duke of Buckineaam said he had re- 
ceived a despatch from the Governor of Jamaica 
which drew attention to the circumstances. Be- 
fore the close of last year an arrangement was 
made for the constitution of courts in Jamaica, 
to take cognizance of cases of debts of limited 
amount and of small cases connected with land. 
For the purpose of constituting these courts it 
was desirable that a number of barristers should 
be obtained from England to be appointed as 
judges. But Sir John Grant, finding that there 
was a great accumulation of cases awaiting de- 
termination in the courts of the stipendiary 
magistrates, directed that the six barristers who 
were sent from Enzland should be temporarily 
employed as stipendiary magistrates, for the pur- 
pose of getting rid of thosearrears. One of these 
six barristers was Mr. Purcell. He regretted to 





ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 173 


find that Mr. Purcell, whilst discharging the 
duties of a stipendiary magistrate at petty 
sessions, spoke of the charge of Chief Justice 
Cockburn in terms so disrespectful to the Chief 
Justice, that he (the Duke of Buckingham) felt 
it his duty to inform Sir John Grant that Mr. 
Purcell ought not any longer to be employel by 
the Government of the colony. 

Lord Carrns approved of the course adopted 
by the noble duke. 

After a few words from Earl CARNARVON, 

The Lory CHAncettor said the noble duke 
asked for his advice with reference to Mr. Pur- 
cell. He told the noble duke that if Mr. Purcell 
had been appointed toa colonial judgeship, he 
thought Mr. Purcell could not be dismissed from 
his office ; but that as the appointment of colo- 
nial judge had not been conferred upon him, it 
would be proper to withhold such appointment 
in consequence of his great indecorum towards 
the Chief Justice. His right hon. and learned 
friend the Chief Justice, in his opinion, displayed 
great research and ability in his charge with 
reference to the Jamaica prosecutions, and de- 
livered his conscientious opinion after deliberate 
consideration. He was sorry his noble friend 
(Earl Melville) had expressed himself so strongly 
on the subject. The charge, he (the Lord Chan- 
cellor) thought, deserved the highest respect. 

After a few words from Earl Metvitite and 
Lord CranwortTH, and another peer, the subject 
dropped. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
(Tuesday July 2nd.) 


MARTIAL LAW. 

Major O’Rertty, after calling attention; 
the charge of the Lord Chief Justice of England, 
in the case of Nelson and Brand, indicted for 
the murder of George William Gordon,—quoting 
from Magna Charta, and the Bill of Rights,— 
and citing the most eminent legal authorities in 
support of his position, moved a resolution to the 
effect that, whereas, by the law of England, no 
man may be fore-judged of life or limb, save by 
the lawful judgment of his peers, or the law of 
the land, and no commission for proceeding by 
martial law may be issued, and the pretended 
power of suspending ordinary laws, by regal 
authority only is illegal, the House would regard 
as utterly void any commission or proclamation 
purporting to establish martial law in any part 
of the United Kingdom. 

Mr. W. E. Forsree supported the motion, 
observing that it ought to be so enlarged as to 
include the colonies. He had been informed by 
the Colonial Secretary that, in consequence of 
the charge of the Lord Chief Justice in Mr. 
Gordon’s case, a circular had been addressed to 
the Colonial Governors, directing the repeal of 
all local acts that authorised the proclamation of 
martial law. Those acts were a disgrace to the 
statute-book ; and they had occasioned far greater 
evils than they could ever prevent. ‘They had it 
on the authority of Mr. Kyre, late Governor of 
Jamaica, that the moment the troops appeared 
at Morant Bay the disturbance was at an end, 
and that the soldiers encountered no resistance 
whatever. Martial law was therefore clearly 
unnecessary for the suppression of disturbance ; 
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and the plea that it was necessary for the punish- 
ment of persons who had taken part in it, though 
the ordinary tribunals were open, afforded the 
stron: est possible reason why martial law should 
never be authorised at all. If it were authorised, 
and it were applied to civilians, as well as to 
soldiers and sailors,—for punishment as well as 
suppression,—and consisted merely in the will of 
the persons administering it, unfettered by any 
law whatever,—the struggles of centuries for 
security to life and liberty had been all in vain. 
The Lord Chief Justice had denounced all such 
theories; bit the Lords of the Admiralty did 
not seem to agree with him, for they had recently 
issued a circular informing naval «flicers in com- 
mand abroad, that whenever their assistance was 
required to quell disturbances ashore, they were to 
obey implicitly the orders of the military officer 
in command, whose will they said, during martial 
law, suspended all ordinary law. What had hap- 
pened in Jamaica should be a warning to them 
all; and, considering the atrocities that had been 
perpetrated there, the House would do well to 
consider whether it did not concern the honour of 
England to adopt such measures as would prevent 
the possibility of their repetition. 

Mr. Secretary Harpy said that, whilst all 
must deplore the proclamation of martial law, 
all must admit its necessity in case of insurrec- 
tion endangering the lives of peaceful citizens; 
and he contended that resistance was not neces- 
sary to constitute insurrection! Though insurrec- 
tion might be suppressed without proclaiming 
martial law, it was the fairer course to proclaim 
it beforehand, rather than to exercise it without 
warning! The first part of the resolution was, 
he said, a mere string of truisms; but as to the 
latter part, it would be most unwise, by a resolu- 
tion of the House of Commons, to hamper those 
who might, hereafter, be placed in circumstances 
rendering it their duty to employ all the powers 
at their disposal to put an end to what might 
prove of serious danger to the State. He trusted 
that it would never again be necessary to resort 
to martial law, either at home or abroad; but, as 

at emergencies might occur, he trusted that 
the House would not commit itself to any pledge 
on a subject so important. 

Mr. J. S. Miu said the charge of the Lord 
Chief Justice had confirmed him, and others who 
had acted with him, in the conviction they had 
held from the first, viz. that for civilians there 
was no such thing as martial law, and that wiat 
was so called applied only to military persons. The 
Crown, being only one branch of the legislature, 
could not make that law which was not law. The 
law of necessity justified whatever degree of force 
was necessary for the suppression of rebellion ; 
but not the application of martial law for the 

unishment of rebels ; and those who resorted to 
ce beyond the law must show the necessity 
for it, not to the satisfaction of courts-martial, 
but to that of the ordinary tribunals of the 
country. 

Mr. HeAptaM, late Judge Advocate, took the 
same view as the Home Secretary, and added 
that, after all, the distinction between martial 
law and the law of nece:sity was merely verbal. 

Mr. CaRDWELt thought a division undesirable, 
as the House appeared unanimous. He quite 
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concurred in the opinion expressed by Mr. Mill, 
that, as to the question before it, martial law 
had no existence whatever. That of necessity was 
strictly limited as to time; operative only for 
suppression, not in the slightest degree for punish- 
ment subsequently; and, in the memorable 
words of Sir James Mackiutosh, to continue to 
act upon that necessity, after the necessity itself 
had ceased, was an enormous crime. 

Mr. Jervis contended that it was the un- 
doubted prerogative of the Crown to resort to 
martial law against open enemies and traitors. 

Mr. T. HuGues, adverting to the alleged una- 
nimity of the House, wished to know whether 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer still adhered to 
his opinion, that during martial’law there was 
no law at all, and that even the operation of the 
Mutiny Act was suspended. 

To this very pertinent, but very awkward 
query, there was no response, and the motion 
was withdrawn. 


(Thursday, July 4th.) 
THE SLAVE TRADE ON THE UPPER NILE. 


Sir F. Buxton asked the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs if his attention had been 
drawn to a report of an interview between 
the Viceroy of Egypt and a deputation of 
the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery So- 
ciety in Paris, at which the Viceroy stated 
that “if he were free to act against Euro- 
pean slave-traders the slave-trade would soon 
disappear” from the Nile; and if he was pre- 
pared to give the requisite authority to overhaul 
ae detain slave-traders hoisting the British 

ag. 

a StantEy said his attention had been 
drawn to the report in question, but only through 
the hon. baronet’s notice. He had been always 
under the impression that the continued exis- 
tence of the slave trade on the Upper Nile was 
due less to the inherent difficulty of putting it 
down than to the intolerance, or, perhaps he 
should say, the connivance of subordinate local 
authorities. As to the second question, he should 
say that it would require a good deal of care and 
consideration. Of course there was no wish in 
this country to protect slave traders, whether 
under the British or any other flag, but if there 
were any questions of treaty rights or inter- 
national law involved, he doubted whether large 
and somewhat arbitrary powers could be en- 
trusted to subordinate local officials in an Eastern 
country at a great distance from the central go- 
vernment, without some risk that those powers 
would be abused. 


(Friday, 19th July.) 
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. 


Tt was proposed to vote a sum of 4300/. to 
complete the sum required to pay salaries and 
allowances to stipendiary justices in the West 
Indies. 

In reply to Alderman Lusk, 

Mr. ADDERLEY explained that the whole ma- 
isterial system was in course of reform in 
amaica. ‘lhe stipendiary magistrates would be 

superseded by district judges, whose salaries 
would be charged on the local revenues. 
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(Monday, 22nd July.) 
WEST-INDIA BISHOPS AND CLERGY BILL. 


- Mr. R. Mitts asked the Under Secretary of 
State for the Colonies whether, under the dif- 
ficulty of carrying through the present session of 
Parliament the West-India Bishops and Cler 
Bill, he would submit a measure early in the 
ensuing session for relieving this country of the 
burden of paying 20,3007. per annum for the 
ecclesiastical establishments in the West Indies 
imposed by the Act 5 Vic., sec. 2, cap. 4; and 
whether any appointment requiring to be made in 
the meantime would be subject to the future 
regulations of Parliament. 

Mr. ADDERUEY said the Government intended 
during the recess to collect information on this 
subject from the Governments of the West Indies 
with the object of dealing with the subject, in 
order to relieve the Consolidated Fund of the 
charge alluded to. It was impossible, however, 
for the Government to promise that any appoint- 
ments in the meantime should be subject to 
future legislation while the existing Acts re- 
mained unrepealed. 


THE SLAVE-TRADE, 


On the vote of 24,0007. to complete the sum 
necessary for bounties on slaves, and for the 
support and conveyance of captured slaves, - 

Mr. D. GrirritH wished to have some in- 
formation upon this vote, which, he thought, 
ought now to be of a formal character, seeing 
there was little slave-trade carried on on the 
African coast. 

Mr. Ecerton was happy to inform the com- 
mittee that the slave-trade was gradually di- 
minishing, but the greatest caution was neces- 
sary to prevent its being carried on. 

Mr. Kuixnairy said it was only by the 
most constant supervision that this traffic was 
prevented extending, and he hoped the Govern- 
ment would not relax their efforts to secure 
its suppression. 

Mr. Alderman Lusk could not reconcile the 
work done with the amount of money which 
had been paid for it. He moved that the vote 
be reduced by 50002. 

After a few words from Mr. D. Grirrirn, 

Mr. H. Seymour said he considered that 
this system of suppressing slave-trade required 

reat consideration at the hands of her Majesty's 

overnment. There was now no market for 
slaves in Cuba, and therefore the slave-trade 
on the West Coast of Africa must die out. If 
this was so, they oupht not to keep up the 
expensive squadron which they did on that 
coast. If they wished to stop the slave-trade 
entirely, they must look in other directions. He 
understood ‘hat there was a large traffic in slaves 
carried on from the interior of Afriea, across 
the Red Sea, into the dominions of the Pasha of 
Kgypt, and he suggested the re-establishment of 
the English consulship at Kartoum. 

Mr. CuitpeErs considered that a very con- 
siderable reduction in the West-Indian slave-trade 
squadron migit be made with the greatest ease, 
as that squadron was much in excess of what 
the slave traffic required. He hoped to see the 
vote very much reduced next year. 

Mr. LasoocwEReE hoped that the squadron 
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would not be reduced to such an extent that its 
efficiency would be impaired. The very fact that 
this large squadron was on the coast prevented 
slaves being taken to the Cuban market. 

Mr. §. Seymour said there was a movement 


| going en at Cuba to liberate the slaves, and the 


state of things was now very different to what it 
was a few years ago. 

Mr. LasoucHeRe said that if there-was-a 
movement going on in Cuba to liberate the 
slaves, they might well wait until that object was 
achieved before they proceeded to reduce the 
West-India squadron. 

Sir J. Hay spoke of the unhealthy character 
of the climate on the coast of Africa, and said 
that the deaths amongst the sailors were at the 
rate of fifty-seven per thousand. 

Lord Stantey: I may say that I look forward 
with some confidence that at mo very great 
distance of time this squadron will become un- 
necessary. What has taken place with the 
United States has struck a very heavy blow at 
the slave-trede; and in Cuba, I believe, there «is 
a change of feeling going on. At the same time 
I do not think that it would be wise suddenly, 
and at one blow, to put away this squadron. 
You would place a great temptation in the way 
of those persons who are beginning to see the 
mistake of their system, and to adopt a better 
one. I have been as favourable as any one to @ 
reduction of the expenses of this African coast 
squacron. It is melancholy to see what sacrifice 
of life and health is entailed by keeping it up, 
though I do not think that we could do without 
some moderate squadron there. 

Mr. Alderman Lusk said that after the discus- 
sion which had taken place he would withdraw 
his amendment for reducing the vote. 

The amendment was withdrawn and the vote 
agreed to. 


Tuesday, July 23rd. 


THE NAVAL SQUADRON ON THE WEST COAST OF 
AFRICA. 


Sir H. Bruce rose to call attention to the 
mortality and sickness among the officers and 
men of the naval squadron on the West Coast of 
Africa; and to move that the maintenance of 
that squadron as it has hitherto been placed is 
no longer expedient. The hon. baronet con- 
tended that the squadron had long ceased to be 
useful, and its maintenance could no longer be 
defended on the ground of humanity. Commo- 
dore Wilmot gave it as his opinion that the 
climate was against all military operations, and 
that our present success was not worth the 
blood and treasure yearly sacrificed for it. The 
noble lord the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs had stated that if the people of this 
country knew what had been and what was the 
waste, not merely of money, but of valuable lives, 
the squadron on the West Coast of Africa would 
be a thing of the past. This service cost us a 
million a year, but that was nothing to the drain 
upon the best blood of the country. In fifteen 
years, out of 15,000 no less than 1157 had died 
or been invalided, in consequence of employment 
on this pestilential coast, and without achieving 
either honour or glory. Our policy did not 
accomplish the end in view, while it made us 
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the laughing-stock of Europe. The hon. baronet 
concluded by moving that the maintenance of 
the naval squadron on the West Coast of Africa, 
as it had hitherto been placed, was no longer 
expedient. 

Admiral Waxcor spoke of the many valuable 
lives which had been sacrificed in the suppression 
of the slave-trade, and stigmatized the system 
as cruel and barbarous, which made it neces- 
sary that vessels should remain on the West- 
African station for three years. He suggested 
that the vessels on that station should not be 
kept there more than eighteen months. 

Mr. LaBoucHERE, while thinking that three 
years was too long a period for this squadron 
to remain before being relieved, was of opinion 
that it would be unwise to do away with the 
squadron altogether. It was only through the 
exertions of this squadron that the slave-trade 
had been diminished to the extent it has been, 
and if it was done away with altogether they 
would soon find that it would become as bad 
as ever. 

Mr. Kinnarrp also advocated a diminution 
of the time for the squadron to remain on the 
station. 

Sir T. F. Buxton agreed that the squadron 
might be reduced without impairing its efficiency, 
and that the length of time for it to remain on 
the station might also be made less; but he 
strongly urged that they would be acting most 
unwisely if they did away with the squadron 
altogether. It was a sign of our success that 
last year only two slavers were captured. 

Sir J. Hay said the antecedents of Spain were 
not such that they could take a lesson from her 
in the suppression of the slave-trade. He could 
assure the House that it was the earnest desire 
of the Admiralty to effect a relief of the ships 
and crews on the West-African coast under two 
years’ service—and they were endeavouring to 
make arrangemeuts for that purpose. ‘The 
disease which afflicted the ships in ’65, ’66, and 
"67 was yellow fever, which broke out in the 
larger ships, and did not affect the smaller ones. 
The disease was traced to one of the ships of the 
squadron, the Isis, which had been used as a 
receiving-ship at Sierra Leone, and was satu- 
rated with fever. The Admiralty had sold the 
ship to be broken up. Even if the slave-trade 
entirely ceased to exist, it would be necessary to 
keep four or five ships on the coast for the pro- 
tection of legitimate commerce, which was 
rapidly increasing. 

Mr. CHILpERS questioned the necessity for 
the proposed increase in the number of the 
squadron. 

Mr. HADFIELD said that in North America 
Cuba alone maintained the slave system, and he 
did not believe that any lengthened period would 
elapse before Cuba would follow in the steps of 
the United States. 

Mr. Lusk thought that they ought to begin 
to think of reducing the forces they kept up in 
unhealthy places. He hoped that the Govern- 
ment would begin to take into consideration the 
question of the propriety of maintaining so large 
a staff on the African coast. 

The motion was then withdrawn. 
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THE RECENT TROUBLES IN 
HONDURAS. 


Some few months ago, Sir John P. Grant 
left Jamaica to take the field against an- 
other ‘‘formable insurrection” of the 
natives. ‘*Martial-law” had been pro- 
claimed, and rumours prevailed of ‘‘ fear- 
ful atrocities by the Indians and negroes,” 
with the usual exaggerations of panic. 
Disturbances had, in fact, occurred in that 
colony, the true nature of which, as well 
as their origin, may be judged of from 
the following communication, dated from 
Belize, May the 7th ult., and the delivery 
of which has been delayed. Our corre- 
spondent is an old resident, and thoroughly 
acquainted with the affairs of the colony, 
upon which his letter will shed a new light. 
The ‘‘ land question”—whatever that elas- 
tic term may mean—appears to be at the 
root of many of the embarrassments of 
the Government, and it is quite time it 
were settled, in this colony as in others, 
by some comprehensive enactment. 


. ° . . e. a . . . . . . e 


We have for the last four or five months been 
passing through a state of terror, which I sup- 
pose West-India society must expect to undergo 
till it has purged itself of the abominable leaven 
of Slavery. It is no fault of our authorities if 
another outrage similar to Jamaica has not been 
perpetrated upon the Indian population of this 
colony: happily the bush served as a terror to 
the military and a fortress for the Indian. The 
result has been, so far as human life is con- 
cerned, the death of two policemen, four soldiers, 
and two civilians on our side. On the part of 
the Indians, I have only learned for certain of 
one being killed, although report gives more. 
An officer (adjutant) told me he saw dead, bo- 
dies of Indians on the battle-field, to the num- 
ber of at least seventy-five. I do not believe 
him ; for, by the information carefully gathered, 
never more than twenty Indians have been 
seen together, and the tribe against which 
the fierce wrath of a few white men has 
been kindled, does not exceed 300 male, female, 
young, old, and invalid ; sothat, if inclined to fight, 
they could not have above twenty-five effective 
men ; yet these few most timid, industrious In- 
dians have been made to intimidate a colony con- 
sisting of 25,000 inhabitants. The name of the 
tribe is “* Yeayche.” (‘*His fish andwood.”) Y, 
‘this ;” cay, ** fish ;”’ ch, * wood or stick, staff, &c.” 
Two Indians lie in our gaol under sentence of 
death for the part they took in the affair; and one 
small peaceable tribe has quitted our territory to 
escape the trouble, their premises being consumed 
with fire by our soldiery: report speaks of one 
woman being shot, and even more. 

On the 23rd December 1866, martial law was 
proclaimed. I stood and heard the document 
read by the marshal. It was to extend over the 
whole colony. It continued till the arrival of 
Sir J. P. Grant, who relieved us on the 29th 
January 1867, but continued it on the disturbed 
districts. On the 2lst March, martial law was 
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still more restricted, by proclamation of Lieut.- 
Governor Austin ; and finally, on the 10th April 
1867, proclamation told us that the colony was 
relieved from the operation (oppression with the 
leave of our benefactors) of martial-law. 

We havecome out of our ordeal, the colony over- 
whelmed in debt, commercial interests damaged, 
and a military rule set up most offensive to the 
se mm For myself, having been opposed to a 

overnment prosecution last year which cost me 
29/., and it might have been much more, nar- 
rowly escaping the felon’s dock, I was afraid to 
write to friends in England, lest my letter should 
be opened, and the fury of those in power come 
down upon me again. This is the first mail de- 
parting from Belize since martial law ceased. I 
er regret failing to gain an interview with 

ir J.P. Grant. It is time to endeavour to give 
some account of the career of our disturbance. 

The cause lies in our cattle Jaw and land 
tenure. By law or usage, or both, cattle are 
allowed to roam throughout the colony, almost 
as ifa common pasture. Whencultivators com- 
plain of their depredations, our court gravely 
tells the poor man that he must make his fence 
stronger. This mockery of justice paralyzes the 
energy of the industrious, and tends to demoralize 
our labourers, who are compelled to accept low 
wages in a gang to cut mahogany, or eke out an 
uncertain livelihood between occasional labour 
and a precarious cultivation of the soil. The 
lands have been monopolized by a few mahogany- 
cutting proprietors, who are also the owners of 
the cattle: these, to the number of twenty-five, 
say, control the 25,000 inhabitants of this colony. 
This monopoly of the land I will explain. Until 
1861, we were in the condition of a settlement of 
British subjects, presided over by a Government 
superintendent, engaged in cutting mahogany 
and dye woods. The land was taken up under 
the title of ‘‘ works,” a mahogany works, or 
logwood works, say two miles front on a river 
or re creek, and extending eight miles 
back. Before we became a colony, holders of 
logwood and mahogany works were allowed to 
claim the land, and various laws were passed in 
the settlement, regulating the tenure of the land, 
very little of which remained to the Crown when 
we became a colony. The operation of these two 
laws entirely prevents the advancement of the 
working classes, and will not be altered by the 
Local Assembly unless by instructions from the 
Secretary of State to the Lieut.-Governor in 
Belize. 

To return to the disturbance. A mahogany- 
cutting gang, stationed well up the Belize river, 
at a place called Yalbac, in their operations of cut- 
ting and getting out the timber to the river, 
employ a number of cattle: these are let loose to 
feed, and come upon the plantations of the In- 
dians, who complain of their depredations ; but, 
instead of redress, the captain reminds them 
that the land belongs to his master. An account 
of rent is forthwith made out, cash demanded, 
and, in failure, the corn, pigs, fowls, &c., are 
seized, for behoof of Belize mahogany merchant, 
or made use of by his gang on the spot. 

And what his the poor Yalbac in return? 
English law scircely reaches him, but English 
rapacity dos. It so happens that one of them, 
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of Yacayche, Marcos Canul, plucks up spirit to 
remonstrate, and, by various pretexts, extorts 
money from the mahogany cutter ; but instead of 
dispensing it to his suffering tribe, whose plan- 
tations have been eaten down by the cattle, he 
appropriates the lion’s share to himself, and as- 
sumes a kind of chieftainship over the rest. The 
result is, they are broken off from their usual 
industry, become a plundering party, levying 
black-mail upon any of our leading mahogany 
cutters. They apply tothe Governor for protec- 
tion, who sends soldiers to shoot those whom the 
mahogany cutter had provoked by his taking 
away their Jands, and other exactions. 

Last year, in another direction, this Canul 
and his party visited a gang, the owner of which 
had agreed to pay the sum of forty pounds a- 
year, on condition they would hold his gang clear 
frem molestation from all others whilst the 
gang was in their neighbourhood. This informa- 
tion the mahogany cutter gave me himself, add- 
ing that the money was duly given to his fore- 
man for the purpose. Instead of the foreman 
meeting the Indians civilly, he roughly and 
proudly told them he would pay them in lead; 
they went away, but returned in strength, shot 
a Karif man, and made prisoners of the others: 
after being held for a few weeks, the gang was 
ransomed by the payment of 4000/7. dollars by the 
Government. This success on the part of Canul 
emboldens him to try a third mahogany cutter. 
At a place where a number of Indians were 
located, called Roaring Creek, hiring lands from 
the owner, when, after pressing one of the 
tenants, the person in charge was told, that the 
Indian had more right to the land than the 
other, and would not pay; the person in charge 
threatened him, and shortly after he was visited 
at his house by eight men, who told him he was 
their prisoner, but that if he would write to his 
friends in Belize for 800 dollars, they would re- 
lease him: he wrote, but after a time was re- 
leased without the money. This determined the 
Governor to send troops up the river. On the 
11th December, 130 black soldiers departed from 
Belize, under a Major Makey, by way of the Old 
River, and a steamer, with forty Belize volun- 
teers, went by another river, to be met by some 
100 soldiers in that part of the country, all 
getting liberty to fall upon the Indiaus, military 
fashion. On the morning of the 20th, early in 
the morning, the soldiers came in sight of a few~ 
Indians armed, but without waiting to see their- 
number, the officer sounded a retreat, a few shots 
being exchanged on either side, for the Indians 
were terrified and escaped into the bush. One 
Indian leader was seen to fall, who had begun to 
speak, whether to his own gr our people is un- 
certain ; the only word reported of his speech was 
‘**maac,” signifying ** people.” One civilian was 
killed, one soldier, two missing, one turning 
up afterwards, and one or two more were brought 
to Belize wounded. One of these I saw buried. 
The major, it is said, was the first to reach the 
spot from whence they started the day before, 
swordless, and it was whispered that a man 
riding past gave the gallant fugitive a lift behind 
him on his mule. The soldiers called no halt till 
they reached Belize, which happened on the 23rd 
and 24th December 1866, but report reaches 
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before them. Now a panic seizes our leading 
men, who were sure the Indians were at the 
heels of the soldiers: The contents of the powder 
magazine must be put aboard ship in the har- 
bour; the people did not so readily become 
alarmed, it was quite a new thing to be afraid of 
Indians, they being such pigmies, and timid 
withal, A person is. directed to get hands to 
take off the powder, who reports on return that 
hands could not be found for love nor money. 
Be it remembered it was the Sabbath, no enemy 
in sight, no proof whatever of even disturbance of 
any kind, the people staring and talking over 
the nove! scene ot the bugle sounding, volunteers 
hurrying along, and the authorities so busy. At 
last-martial-law is proclaimed, and the war be- 
ins. between the Court-house and the people. 
volunteers are ordered to catch their men at 
the point of the bayonet; in this way men were 
soon pressed off the streets, launches filled, and 
the powder taken onshipboard. Lieut.-Governor 
Austin, with his chosen advisers, two Spanish 
merchants, reign triumphant over all an En- 
glishman. and Christian hold dear. Happy for 
them that a black and not a white population 
had to bear their umbrage, else the report of 
affairs might have been different. A militia law 
is passed of all from seventeen to fifty years, a 
Civic Guard organized. Patience and silence 
were the virtues. largely in requisition, and 
scarcely an incident occurred that betrayed the 
want of both; all was peacefulness, although 
labouring families were in great straits for food, 
as there was free use made of the poor man’s 
capital. (28th. To-day one of the soldiers said 
to have been killed at the encounter with the 
Indians at St. Pedro arrived at Belize in adory, 
bringing with him his traps, and some other that 
mae up. Saw no Jndians.) 

(War Journal.) Onthe 15th February, when 
the community was well impregnated with the 
war element, a cry was made about 10 p.m. in 
a clear moonlight, that the Indians were already 
at one end of the town: the volunteers, the 
militia,.and the civic guard were in full fledge. 
], not believing it, nl willing. to meet them, 
took my staff and walked alone in the direction 
where they were said to be. Women were 
streaming down into the town, carrying children 
and valuables, leaving their homes: through 
them I walked to the extremity of the town and 
beyond, into the silence of the night, about half a 
mile, calling 1o the Indians, but no answer was 
returned, till coming back, and meeting the 
armed bands coming out of the town in pursuit, 
I was in danyer of being treated as an Indian 
mys:If. Hard military duty was imposed that 
night. There has been no second encounter with 
the Indians. One small tribe at St. Pedro, I 
hear, has taken itself off beyond our limits, 
leaving behind them a written document, that 
they did not wish to fight with the English; 
they. are thus lost to us as labourers, and our 
opportunity of doing good to their souls taken 
away. This is only one of the many evils that 
may be expected to arise from the state of our 
cattle and land tenure laws, which if the Go- 
vernment at home does not resolve to deal with, 
will continue to crush the energies of the black 
population, and spread disorganization amony 
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the Indians. The free black has not advanced 
since the time of freedom, and cannot doso. I 
sometimes remark that England neither knows 
nor intends that the condition of the emancipated 
blacks should be what it is. The whole affair 
of the Honduras disturbance is a piece of the 
most ridiculous unmanliness on the part of those 
in authority,—in my eyes a blast from heaven 
upon our pride and selfishness. Our laws are a 
serious,mass of class legislation. One was a law 
to compel ministers of the Gospel to take oath 
before being competent to preach. It was 
abolished by Proclamation, and the fines thereon 
restored. 

I believe if the Government at home would in- 
struct the Lieut.-Governor to correct these two 
laws, discourage class legislation, and discourage 
the military organizations set on foot, the colony , 
would prosper. We havea good climate. The 
black people are industrious, if removed from 
under the feet of the mahogany cutter’s oxen ; 
they are to my knowledge slandered by their 
wap eye Our position, as acolony, is favour- 
able for the exercise of a civilizing and religious. 
influence over the native tribes, who have not 
yet had the Bible in their own language. They 
suffer from a species of Slavery which the 
Spaniard imposed, which my present limits do 
not permit me to explain; it goes by the name 
of “* Peonage,” and does not prevail within our 
limits, but in Yucatan. The trying circum- - 
stances of our colony must be my apology for 
writing you so long a letter. 








DELEGATES FROM SIERRA LEONE 
TO THE ANTI-SLAVERY CONFER- 
ENCE. 

Ara meeting, held on Monday, the 17th 

June 1867, at the residence of J. B. Pratt, 

Esq., Gloucester Street, for the purpose 

of considering upon the steps to be taken 

in reference to the sending of delegates to 
the General Anti-Slavery Conference to be 
held in Paris in August next— 

Present—The Honourable John Ezzidio ; 
Messrs. T. W. Hughes, Isaac B. Pratt, 
Syble Boyle, Thomas J. Macaulay, David 
M. John, John A. Seckey, Thomas Bishop, 
Sen., Benjamin Marene, Richard Green, 
Isaac J. Lake, Thomas C. Johnson, John 
A. Wise, James John, Joseph Macfoy, 
Henry Will, Alexander C. Williams, Wil- 
liam V. Chambers, Jeremiah W. Macaulay, 
Henry Williams, William Cooper, Peter 
E. Cole, John W. Whitfield, — Mason, 
and D. Jarrett— 

Moved by Mr. Joseph Macfoy, seconded 
by Mr. Syble Boyle, supported by Mr. T. J. 
Macaulay, and unanimously carried, that 
Mr. T. W. Hughes occupy the chair, and 
Mr. D. Jarrett act as Secretary. 

The Chairman, in a brief and appropri- 
ate address, explained to the meeting that 
the cause of its being then assembled was 
that the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, who had always, and especially of 
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late, proved to be the true friends~ of 
Africa, had invited the colonists, by a letter 
to the Hon. Mr. Ezzidio, then present, to 
send one or two delegates to represent the 
interests of this colony at the general 
Anti-Slavery Conference to be held in Paris 
next August. 

The Chairman, in allusion to the meeting 
held in the Court Hall, on the Ist March 
last, in connection with this very subject, 
regretted to remark that nothing had been 
effected, nor even any conclusion arrived 
at since ; but that, as the subject had been 
reiterated by the Anti-Slavery Society, who 
had even brought us so far in the way as 
to. suggest for the purpose one who might 
without doubt be considered a most ap- 
propriate and competent person for the 
discharge of that duty—Mr. William Rainy 
—he would express his own concurrence in 
the suggestion, but would, however, call 
upon a few of the friends present to ex- 
press their opinion in the matter; and 
concluded with the hope that the meeting 
would at this time be able to carry out the 
views and suggestions of the Anti-Slavery 
Society. 

The Honourable John Ezzidio was then 
called upon to address the meeting. He 
observed that he had nothing further to 
state, than to express his'entire concurrence 
in the whole of the remarks made by the 
chairman. He would, however, urge upon 
the meeting the necessity, on occasions like 
the present, of coming together as one 
man, and of setting aside the too much 
apathy and indifference in some respects, 
and prejudice or party feeling in others, 
generally manifested in this colony, which, 
so long as they exist, would always operate 
to obstruct in its course any general move- 
ment, however good, noble, or necessary. 
In reference to the subject of delegates, he 
would observe that he thought much benefit 
might be done to the cause by our asso- 
ciating the name of Mr. Samuel Lewis, 
now in England, with that of Mr. Rainy. 
These two gentlemen, he thought, would 
be able to accomplish all that it could ever 
be expected would be accomplished by any 
other persons that could be named. 

Mr. Benjamin Marene, on being called 
upon to address the meeting, said he hardly 
thought it necessary to advance any thing 
beyond what had already been said, both 
by the chairman and the honourable gentle- 
man preceding him. That most, if not all 
of the gentlemen present, already knew 
his sentiments in the matter, and he was 
only repeating what he had already over 
and over said, as well to individuals as in 
public, that he fully concurred in the pro- 
ject of the meeting. 

Mr. Jsaac B. Pratt followed in the same 
strain, alluding to the failure of the meet- 
ing at the Court Hall last March ; but he 
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said he hoped that this meeting would ‘be’ 
able to carry out its object effectually’; and 
he expressed his hearty concurrence in the’ 
appointment just’ made of Messrs. ‘Rainy* 
and Lewis as delegates: 

Mr: Joseph Macfoy, on rising, said he 
thought the persons who had the manage 
ment of this business from’ the time’ were 
highly to blame’ for ‘having neglected and: 
permitted the opportunity they had*to* 
escape of fulfilling the duty more effectually” 
than it could now be done; but that, how- 
ever, such being the case, he ‘could not but 
concur in the*appointment of Messrs. 
Rainy and Lewis. 

Mr. Richard Green, on being called‘ to’ 
speak, pleaded to be excused for not havin 
any thing further to say, than that he woul 
be quite willing to abide by the conelusion 
of the meeting. 

The Chairman then put it to the vote: 
‘‘That Messrs. William Rainy and Samuel 
Lewis be appointed.delegates from this. 
colony to the Paris General Anti-Slavery 
Conference to be held in August next.” 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Thomas J. Macaulay begyed leave 
to ask what provision the meeting would 
make to meet the expenses of these two’ 
gentlemen ; when, after some discussion 
by several gentlemen, it was resolved— 
‘*That. the sum of one hundred pounds 
be subscribed by those present, and by the 
inhabitants of the colony generally, to be 
reserved to defray the expenses of the 
delegates ; and that the letters informing 
the two gentlemen of their appointment 
should also intimate to them the provision 
the meeting had thus made, and empower 
them to draw upon the Honourable John 
Ezzidio, who is hereby appointed Treasurer, 
either singly for any sum not exceeding 
fifty pounds, or jointly for any sum not 
exceeding one hundred pounds.” 

J. W. HUGHES, Chairman of 
the meeting. 
D. JARRETT, Secretary. 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 
27th June 1867. 








FLOGGING OF COOLIES IN ASSAM. 
Fioaeine to extort work was a prominent 
feature of the old slave-labour system. 
Manifestly our West-India planters deeply 
regretted the abolition of the lash, as they 
have revived its use; and Government 
appears to have reconciled itself to the re- 
establishment of the cat-o’-nine-tails, under 
certain circumstances. We cannot wonder 
that wherever there is an assumption of 
absolute planter authority, the adjuncts of 
the plantation system should be rampant, 
and its brutalities exercised upon the bodies 
of the labourers, whether black, brown; or 
yellow—negro or coolie. Appended is a 
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communication from Lord Cranbourne, 
ate Secretary of State for India, to the 
_ Governor-General, on the subject of the 
flogging of coolie labcurers on the Assam 
tea plantations, where, it would appear, 
the practice is common, as well as on 
other plantations in the district. It is 
much to the credit of Lord Cranbourne that 
he at once took the matter up, and we may 
hope the delinquents will be duly punished, 
and the system abolished. 

The despatch is dated the 3rd of Decem- 
ber last. He says: 

«Para. 1. I have considered, in Council, your 
despatches in the Judicial Department, dated 
17th September (No. 30) 1866, and 10th Oc- 
tober (No. 32) 1866, forwarding a copy of cor- 
respondence relating to flogging immigration 
labourers, which occurred on the gardens of the 
Assam Tea Company at Cherrajoolie, in Zillah 
Durrung, and which appear to have been at- 
tended by circumstances of great barbarity. 

“2. It is with feelings of no small astonish- 
ment and pain that I hear of the commission of 
such inhuman practices by persons of British 
birth within the territories subject to your Ex- 
cellency’s control. I can scarcely credit the 
rumour mentioned by the Commissioner of Assam, 
that the cases discovered upon the plantation of 
Cherrajoolie are only samples of a practice which 

revails on other plantations in the province, and 
rely on your Excellency’s sparing no pains to 
satisfy yourself of the truth on this subject, by 
means of more strict and searching inquiries 
than have yet been instituted, and on oo issuing 
such orders to the local officers as will insure the 
perpetrators being brought to condign punishment 
in any cases where the offence may be found to 
have been committed. 

*¢3. It is not my intention at this time to enter 
on an examination of the judicial proceedings 
which took place in connection with the cases in 
question, more especially as those proceedings 
have been communicated by the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal to the High Court for sach 
notice as they may be thought to call for. But I 
may here remark, that if the lawis not sufficiently 
severe to counteract the prejudices of race and 
the temptations of commercial enterprise, it must 
be made more yy mci and that, if there is 
any just ground for doubting the impartiality of 
the tribunals before whom offences of this kind 
would, in ordinary course, be tried, such reforms 
should be introduced into their composition as 
shall divest them of any bias either towards the 
planter or the labourer. 

“4, The flogging of coolies by the managers of 
plantations being a grave offence against the 
law, must necessarily be dealt with by the esta- 
blished tribunals; and all that is required on the 
part of the officers specially entrusted with the 
protection of the interest of the coolies is, that 
such a strict and careful watch shall be kept 
over all the plantations, that no such cases shall 
occur without the perpetrators being a to 
justice. In order to make provision for the due 
exercise of this care in Lower Assam, | approve 
the appointment of an additional Assistant-Com- 








missioner at Bishnath, who will discharge the 
duties of protector of labourers in that division.” | 
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The Anti-Slavery Reporter. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 15, 1867. 


NOTICE TO FRIENDS AND 
SUBSCRIBERS. 


Ovr subscribers are respectfully informed 
that their Annual Contributions to the 
funds of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society fell due on the Ist of 
January. All subscribers to the amount 
of Ten Shillings annually are entitled 
to receive, post-free, a copy of the Anti- 
Slavery Reporter, and of any tract or 
pamphlet issued by the Society. To non- 
subscribers, the Reporter is sent on pay- 
ment of Four Shillings in advance, com- 
mencing on the 1st of January. Payments 
should be made to the Secretary, L. A. 
Chamerovzow, either in stamps or by Post- 
office Order, made payable at the Post- 
office, New Broad Street, E.C., London. 


PARIS ANTI-SLAVERY 
CONFERENCE. 


WE beg to call the attention of the friends 
of the Anti-Slavery cause to the subjoined 
circular, announcing the final arrange- 
ments for the Anti-Slavery Conference, to 
be held in Paris at the end of the present 
month. In doing so, we venture to ex- 
press the hope that as many friends of the 
cause as possible will make an effort to be 
present, it being important, that on so in- 
teresting an occasion, there should be a 
large and an influential attendance from 
this country. 


LAST CIRCULAR. 
NOTICE OF FINAL ARRANGEMENTS, 


27 New Broad Street, E.C. 
London, 1st August 1867. 
Dear Sir, 

I beg to inform you that final arrange- 
ments have now been made for holding 
the Paris Anti-Slavery Conference, as an- 
nounced in our last circular, of the 5th 
of April. 

The Conference will be held in the Salle 
Herz, No. 48 Rue de la Victoire, Chaussée 
d’Antin, Paris, on Monday the 26th, and 
Tuesday the 27th of the present month. 

The chair will be taken each day at 
twelve o’clock punctually. 

The Conference will be composed of : 

First: Delegates; that is, of persons 
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specially nominated by Anti-Slavery or 
kindred associations or bodies. 

Second: Members, Non-Delegates; that 
is, of persons identified with, or interested 
in the Anti-Slavery cause generally, and 
who desire to be enrolled as members of 
the Conference. 

Third: Visitors.—The holders of Visit- 
ors’ cards will not be entitled to vote. 

Cards for each of these sections are now 
ready to be issued. Each card is num- 
bered, and corresponds with a seat in the 
Hall, which will belong exclusively to the 
holder of the card during the sittings of 
the Conference. 

As the number of seats is limited, it 
is desirable that all who propose to attend 
the Conference should communicate with- 
out delay with the Secretaries. 

In calling your attention to the annexed 
outline of the programme, and the regu- 
lations for the Conference, I beg you will 
inform me as promptly as possible whether 
it is your intention to be present on this 
important occasion; and if so, whether as 
a Delegate, a Non-Delegate, or a Visitor. 


I am, dear Sir, 
Yours very truly, 
L. A. CHAMEROVZOW, 


Secretary. 
Offices : 
London: 27 New Broad Street, E.C. 
Paris : 53 Rue Vivienne. 


THE OBJECTS OF THE CONFERENCE. 


27 New Broad Street, E.C., London, 
1st August, 1867. 
Dear Sir, 

The Committees of the British and Fo- 
reign Anti-Slavery Socety and the Spanish 
Abolitionist Society, (La Sociedad Aboli- 
cionista Espafiola) have agreed to a sug- 
gestion made by the ‘‘ Comité Frangais 
d@’Emancipation,” to hold in Paris, during 
the Great International Exhibition, a Con- 
ference of the friends of the Anti-Slavery 
cause. 

The Conference will be held on Monday 
the 26th, and Tuesday the 27th of the 
present month, in the Salle Herz, No 48 
Rue de la Victoire, Chaussée d’Antin. 

This Conference will comprise represen- 
tatives from Brazil, England and the En- 
glish Colonies, France and the French 
Colonies, Holland and the Dutch Colonies, 
Haiti and St. Domingo, the African Re- 
— of Liberia, Portugal, Spain and the 

anish Antilles, Venezuela, and the 

nited States of America. Its immediate 
object is to take cognizance of the actual 
state of the Anti-Slavery question in these 
countries, and to consider what further 
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final abolition of the Slave-trade and 
Slavery. 

It is hoped that representatives from 
Chili, Peru, and Mexico, and travellers 
and Missionaries from Africa may be pre- 
sent. 

The Sub-Committees would be glad to 
receive an intimation of your intention to 
be present, or to forward any written state- 
ment or documents relating to any of the 
subjects referred to, it being considered of 
the utmost importance that as many of 
those as have been identified with, or who 
are interested in the Anti-Slavery cause, 
should on this occasion give their co-ope- 
ration, either personally or by communi- 
cation. 

You are respectfully requested to send 
an answer not later than the 15th instant. * 

On behalf of the 
Committees of these Societies, 
We have the honour to be, 
Dear Sir, “ 
Yours very truly, 
WititaM ALLEN, 
JOSEPH CooPER, 
James Wittram Masste, D.D., LL.D? 
Henry STerry, 
Sub-Committee on behalf of the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Anti-Slavery Soc. 
L. A. CHAMEROVzOW, Secretary. 
Jutio L. De Vizcarronno, Secretary 
of the Spanish A bolitionist Society. 
Epovarp Lasounaye, Membre dev In- 
stitut ; President of the Comité Francais 
@ Emancipation. 
AvcustIn Cocutn, Membre del’ Institut; 
EvuaGenE Yune, of the Journal des Débats; 
Honorary Secretaries, 
*Replies to be addressed as under: 
Paris: M. Aveustin Cocuin, 
M. Evaene Yune, 
Madrid: Senor J. L. p— Vizcarronpo. 
London: L. A. CHaMEROvzow, 27 New 
Broad Street, E.C.; or 
53 Rue Vivienne. 


OUTLINE OF PROGRAMME. 


Section the First . Tue Stave TRADE. 
Section the Second . Stavery. 
Section the Third. . THe Resvutts or 


EMANCIPATION, 


O 
The Slave Trade. 


The papers under this section will em- 
brace statistics and particulars relating to 
the Trans-Atlantic African slave-trade, to 
the internal slave-trade in Africa, and the 
coast-wise traffic in Brazil; also statistics 
concerning the Chinese and Indian Coolie 


means may be adopted to promote the | traffic, and the French engagé system. 
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Slavery. 

Under this section, the present position 
of the: question ‘will be discussed, . with 
especial relation to the emancipation of the 
slaves in Brazil, in the Portuguese trans- 
marine possessions, and the Spanish An- 
tilles. 

II. 
The Results of Emancipation. 

Under this head it is intended to pre- 
sent papers submitting the results of 
emancipation in the English, French, and 
Dutch . colonies, and the latest informa. 
tion relating to the treatment, condition, 
and prospects of the Freedmen in the United 
States of America. 


REGULATIONS. 

1. The business of the Conference will be 
under the control and management of a 
Committee or Bureau. 

2. The Committee shall consist of the 
President, the Vice-Presidents, and the 
Secretaries, with power to add to their 
number. 

3. The Committee will be empowered to 
make, for presentation to the Conference, 
such selections from the papers sent in, as 
may to them seem desirable, and also to 
determine the form in which they shall be 
submitted. 

4, All communications relative to the 
business of the Conference must be sent to 
the Secretaries, who will submit the order 
of the day for each sitting, keep minutes of 
the proceedings, and be the custodians of all 
documents connected with the Conference. 

5. Any papers which may reach the Se- 
cretaries after the 15th of if uly, and which 
the writers, nevertheless, desire should be 
laid before the Conference, will incur the 
risk of rejection. The Committee, how- 
ever, will be empowered to make excep- 
tions to this rule in special cases. 

6. Should any member of the Confe- 
rence desire to present a resolution arising 
out of the business before it, he will be re- 
quired to submit the same, in writing, to 
the Committee, through one of the Secre- 
taries. The Committee will decide upon 
its relevancy, and determine the time of 
its introduction. 

7. Members of the Conference who may 
be desirous of addressing the meeting, 
must send up their names to the President 
for inscription, and will be heard in order. 

8. Speeches will be limited to twenty 
minutes’ duration. Should the speaker 
exceed that time, the President will notify 
the same to him, but the Conference wil 
have the right to extend this rule. 

9. If any discussion should arise on a 
proposition, no speakers can be allowed to 
address the Conference more than once, 
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unless*by way of explanation; but the: 


opener of the discussion may reply. 
10. Speakers will be restricted to’ the 
precise ‘subject under consideration. It'will 


not’ be permissible for them to comment’ 


upon the political events of the day, nor 
upon questions of purely local interest: In 
case of any infraction of this rule, the Pre- 
sident will call the speaker to order, and 
in’ an’ extreme case may withdraw from 
him the right to speak. 

11. The adoption of any resolution sub- 
mitted to the Conference shall be decided 
by a majority of votes, to be taken by’ the 
President. 

12. The Resolutions which may be 
adopted shall be signed by the President, 
the Vice-Presidents, and the Secretaries 

13. Any Address agreed to by the Con- 
ference shall be signed, on its behalf, by 
the President, the Vice-Presidents, and 
the Secretaries. 

14. The members of the Conference will 
be expected to support the authority of the 
President and the Committee, should any 
question arise on a point of order. 

15. As the business of the Conference is 
likely to be heavy, members are expected 
to be in their places at the commencement 
of the proceedings of each session. 


SLAVERY AND THE SLAVE-TRADE 
IN TURKEY. 


THE following address to the Sultan, on 
the subject of Slavery and the Slave trade 
in Turkey, was sent to him, thrcugh His 
Excellency Fuad Pasha, after an ineffec- 
tual attempt on the part of the united 
Committees of the French und the British 
and Foreign Anti-Slave'y Societies to obtain 
the opportunity of presenting it in Paris 
by deputation. The subjoined letter to 
Fuad Pasha accompanied the address: 


The undersigned respectfully beg His 
Excellency Fuad Pasha to place in the 
hands of His Highness the Sultan the ac- 
companying address, It is the one which 
was adopted on behalf of the united Com- 
mittees of the French and British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Societies, mentioned 
in the letters of the Ist and 4th current, 
sent by the undersigned to Your Excel- 
lency, in the name of their honoured col- 
leagues, but which await, up to the pre- 
sent moment, the courtesy of a reply from 
Your Excellency. 

The undersigned, commissioned to take, 
through the medium of Your Excellency, 
the necessary steps to obtain for a depu- 
tation, specially appointed, the bonour of 
an audience of His Highness, and finding 
their efforts likely to fail, consider that 
they ought not to defer sending direct, 
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through Your Excellency, the address con- 
fided to their care; and intended for His 
Highness. This office discharged, their 
present mission to. Paris will be accom- 
plished. 

The: holy cause of humanity—outraged 
by-the existence in the Ottoman Empire of 
Slavery and the slave-trade in Circassians 
and Negroes—imposes upon the under- 
signed and their honoured colleagues the 
sacred duty of pleading, under all circeum- 
stances and in the face of the world, in be- 
half of the unhappy victims of those two 
scourges. Strong in the sentiment of this 
duty; they find in it at once a reason for, 
and the justification of, all their efforts, 
directed to those who have the power to 
bring these evils to an end. 


Signed on behalf of the united Committee, 
JosrePH Cooper, London. 
L., A..CHaMERovzow, Sec., London. 
Hotel Windsor, Rue de Rivoli, 
Paris, 8th July 1867. 


THE ADDRESS. 
TO HIS HIGHNESS THE SULTAN ABDUL-AZIZ. 


Smrz,—The Comité Frangais d' Emanci- 
pation and the Committee of the British 
and Foretyn Anti-Slavery Suciety respect- 
fully approach Your Highness for the pur- 
pose of directing your attention to a 
question of the highest importance to civi- 
lization and humanity. 

These two Associations have devoted 
many years of persistent effort to bring 
about the extinction of Slavery and the 
slave-trade, and the object they have in 
view has ever ensured them the active co- 
operation and the sympathetic support of 
the most illustrious men of France and 
Great Britain. 

If the united Committees now take the 
liberty of presenting themselves to Your 
Highness, it is because they deem it to be 
their duty to address those Sovereigns 
whose all-powerful influence may be exer- 
cised against the two evils, the extirpation 
of which they seek. They are encouraged 
to do so by the favourable reception which 
has hitherto been accorded to them. 

The sympathies of Your Highness for 
whatever affects civilization cannot leave 
you indifferent. to the two scourges — 
Slavery. and the slave-trade—which exist 
in Your. Highness’s dominions, and which 
are so adverse to the progress of the 
nation. 

The Sublime Porte has, we know, issued 
firmans. against the public slave-marts; 
nevertheless, the most recent information 
authorises the belief that they still remain 


open. 

The slave-trade in Whites, brought from 
Circassia, and. in Negroes from Upper 
Egypt, and the special character of. cruelty 
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imparted to Slavery in Mohammedanmcoun 
tries bythe nameless barbarity practised: 
Soo male aoe, a> facts. which. we 
solicit permission eplore. in presence. of: 
Your Shien We aa we are render:; 
ing only simple justice to. Your Highness . 
in expressing the conviction that Your 
Highness will unite with us in.condemning 
these practices. 

We therefore hope Your Highness will 
direct your all-powerful and benevolent 
attention to the evils we have taken leave 
to dwell ‘upon, and will consider the means 
of bringing them to an end. 

We have the honour to be, 
Srrez, 
With the highest respect 

Your: Highness’s 

Very humble and obedient servants, 
(Signed) 
On behalf of the British Committee, 

JosEPH Coorzr, London. 
L. A. CHamgrovzow, Sec., London. 

On behalf of the French Committee, 

Epovarp LasouLayE, President, 
Member of the Institute. 
Ave. Cocuin, Secretary, 
Member of the Institute. 
Hotel Windsor, Rue de Rivoli, 
Paris, 30th June 1867. 


ANTI -SLAVERY ADDRESSES AND 
DEPUTATION TO THE KING OF 
PORTUGAL. 

On the 28th ult., a deputation from 

the Committee of the British and 

Foreign Anti-Slavery Society and the 

Comité Francais d’ Emancipation, was 

received by the King of Portugal in 

the Pavillon Marsan, at the Thuileries, 
whem an Address from. each Society. was. 
presented to him: The Comité Francais 

was represented by its President, M. 

Edouard Laboulaye, Member of the Insti- 

tute; M. Eugtne Yung, of the Journal 

des Débats, one of the Honorary Secreta- 
ries; and M. Henri Moreau ; the Com- 
mittee of the first-named Society by 

Messrs. J oseph Cooper(London), Arthur Al- 

bright and C. Edmund Sturge (Birming- 

ham), R. I. Fowler (Paris and London), 

J. Wilson, the Rev. John Baron Hart 

(Paris), and L. A. Chamerovzow. The 

deputation was introduced by His Excel- 

lency the Viscount de Paiva, Portuguese 

Minister Plenipotentiary at Paris, at- 

tended by His Excellency Senhor de Ri- 

beiro, Portuguese Minister for Foreign 

Affairs at Lisbon. 

A translation into French of the English 
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Address had been prepared, and permis- 
sion was solicited to read it; but the King 
having intimated that he understood En- 
glish perfectly well, the Secretary of the 
Anti-Slavery Society submitted it vivd voce 
in the original. The text was as follows: 


To His Christian Majesty Dom Luiz the 
First, King of Portugal. 


May IT PLEASE THE KiInc— 


The undersigned, on behalf of the Com- 
mittee of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society, and of the friends of the 
anti-slavery cause in Great Britain, most 
respectfully solicit permission to address 
Your Majesty on the subject of the aboli- 
tion of Slavery and the slave-trade through- 
out the possessions of Portugal. 

With a view to promote the extirpation 
of these evils, it has been the custom of 
the Committee to appeal from time to time 
to those personages upon whom rest the 
responsibilities of Government, and whose 
misfortune it is to possess territories where 
Slavery exists, and whence the slave-trade 
is encouraged. 

The Committee, in venturing to submit 
a few remarks on this subject, would ren- 
der full justice to the well-known senti- 
ments‘ of your Majesty in relation to it. 
They rejoice in the enlightened and hu- 
mane views Your Majesty has professed, 
and which have been carried into effect in 
the instructions transmitted to the repre- 
sentatives of the Portuguese Crown in its 
trans-marine possessions. They believe 
that the existence of Slavery in them, and 
the practice of Slave-trading, are facts 
which Your Majesty cannot but deeply de- 
plore; and the Committee have noticed, 
with extreme gratification, the initiatory 
measures which, according to report, 
have been projected at the instigation of 
Your Majesty, to hasten the period when 
the Portuguese territories shall be freed 
from Slavery. They believe, that in April 
1858 a Royal Decree was issued by the 
late King of Portugal, declaring, that with- 
in twenty years from that time Slavery 
should cease to exist within the dominions 
of the Crown; but no information has 
reached the Committee of any steps having 
been taken to give effect to that Decree. 
They presume, therefore, that the measures 
referred to in Your Majesty’s speeches, on 
opening the Cortes in 1866 and in 1867, 
relate to the speedier extinction of Slavery 
than was contemplated when that decree 
was issued. 

The Committee would dwell upon the 
remarkable and encouraging fact, as de- 
monstrated by the most recent experience, 
that the immediate abolition of Slavery 
ana no insuperable difficulty, and can 

effected withoutdangertothe community. 
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In the Dutch colonies the supervision of 
the freedmen, under Government officials, 
has proved a mere empty form ; yet their 
liberation was not preceded by any prepa- 
ratory stage. 

In the United States of America eman- 
cipation has been carried out on the most 
colossal scale, under circumstances of un- 
exampled difficulty, in the midst of a civil 
war of unprecedented magnitude and 
fierceness, and at a time when the passions 
of the slave-holders were excited to the 
utmost degree of violence and ferocity; 
yet this great act of national justice has 
resulted in no disturbance of the public 
peace on the part of the freedmen, who 
everywhere have manifested an earnest 
desire to labour, and to assume and per- 
form their duties as peaceful citizens. The 
dire distress which overwhelmed them like 
a deluge was indeed a calamity deeply to 
be lamented ; but it was the result of the 
abandonment, by the slave-owners, of the 
aged, the incapable, and the young. The 
freedmen have now happily nearly passed 
through that terrible transition state, and are 
rapidly settling down to continuous occupa- 
tion, under the guardianship of the State. 

The abolition of Slavery in the French 
colonies was also effected peaceably, and 
without a period of probation. 

In the British colonies, the Act of Eman- 
cipation took effect with the same gratify- 
ing results. The intermediate, or appren- 
ticeship state, designed by a timid Legis- 
lature as a precautionary measure, proved 
so utter a failure, that those colonies which 
accepted it found themselves compelled to 
abolish it by legislative enactment. 

It may therefore be safely predicated, 
that Slavery in the Portuguese possessions 
may be abolished with equal safety, and 
with equally beneficial results. 

The Committee most deeply lament, that 
from those parts of the Eastern Coast of 
Africa over which Portugal claims to ex- 
ercise jurisdiction—but especially from 
Mozambique and the parts adjacent thereto 
—the slave-trade is still being carried on 
to a most deplorable extent. That eminent 
philanthropist missionary, Dr. Living- 
stone—who it is feared has fallen a victim 
to his zeal for humanity—has drawn a 
most terrible picture of the utter desola- 
tion and depopulation of tracts he had 
twice visited, and which, on the eccasion of 
his first visit but a short time before, were 
flourishing and populous, Entire commu- 
nities swept away ; extensive hamlets and 
large towns destroyed and obliterated ; 
deserts where gardens stood ; terroramongst 
remnants of tribes, instead of open, cor- 
dial welcome by multitudes ;—such were 
the signs which informed the brave Mis- 
sionary that the slave-trader had passed 
that way. 
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The Committee trust they will be par- 
doned if they venture to insist upon the 
principal remedy which that good man 
sugzests as the most effectual means of 
putting an end to this hateful and dreadful 
traffic in human beings. He asserts that 
the slave-traders deal in negroes because 
the Portuguese ports are closed to legiti- 
mate commerce; and strenuously urges, 
that were these thrown open, lawful trade 
would rapidly spring up, and supplant 
the unlawful and wicked traffic in slaves. 

The Committee cannot presume to point 
out what other steps should be taken by 
Your Majesty’s Government, in addition 
to the adoption of a suggestion which seems 
highly reasonable, and especially calcu- 
lated to accomplish its object. They would 
submit it as pre-eminently worthy of con- 
sideration, and express a hope that it may 
please Your Majesty to recommend it to 
the attention of the constitutional advisers 
of the Crown. 

In conclusion, the Committee would 
dwell upon the fact, that Portugal is one 
of the only three professing Christian 
Powers in whose territories Slavery is still 
permitted to exist. The Committee would 
believe it to be the ardent desire of Your 
Majesty to abolish this institution through- 
out tlie possessions of the Portuguese 
Crown ; and while they express the hope 
that Your Majesty will hasten the day of 
freedom for those of your subjects unjustly 
held in bondage, they would add, that 
such an act will impart imperishable lustre 
to your reign, and elevate your name in 
history to the highest rank, as one of the 
benefactors of the human race. 


On behalf of the Committee, 
We are, 
Your Majesty’s very respectful 
Mewmorialists, 

JOSEPH CooPER, 
Henry STerry, 
J. W. Massiz, D.D., 
Wo. ALLEN, 
A. W. BENNETT, 
L. A. CHaMEROVzow, Secretary. 


27 New Broad Street, E.C. 
London, April 5, 1867. 


The King replied in English, and ex- 
pressed his happiness to receive the depu- 
tation. The question of emancipation and 
of the abolition of the slave-trade inte- 
rested him deeply, and it was his ardent 
desire, as it was also the wish of his Go- 
vernment, to promote both. His sympa- 
thies were wholly with the memorialists, 
and his Government was considering what 
measures should be recommended to secure 
both objects. The extinction of Slavery 
involved interests which had to be dealt 
with; and it was necessary, when such great 
changes were imminent, to seek the means 
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of effecting them without perturbation. 
He would renew his assurance to the me- 
morialists that the whole subject had and 
should continue to command his attention 
and that of his Government. 

The Secretary trusted the King would 
excuse the deputation, if, having been 
favoured with this interview, they took 
advantage of the opportunity to submit, 
in favour of those whom they represented, 
who wereinastate of suffering, and whocould 
not plead their own cause, that, as set forth 
in the Address, immediate emancipation 
had been carried out in other countries 
with beneficial results to both parties. The 
deputation felt impressed, in presence of 
the King, with an overwhelming sense of re- 
sponsibility, and of the duty they owed to 
their suffering fellow-creatures held in 
Slavery, which prompted them to dwell 
upon the importance of doing justice 
speedily. If they did this in language less 
courtly than that to which His Majesty 
might be accustomed, and with the firm- 
ness they felt that the miseries of the 
sufferers by Slavery justified them in mani- 
festing, they threw themselves upon the 
King’s well-known sympathy for the cause 
they advocated, and upon his gracious in- 
dulgence to excuse them. They deeply 
deplored the extensive slave-trade carried 
on from the East Coast of Africa, and the 
abuses connected with the transport of that 
class of the slave-population called libertos, 
from Loanda to St. Thomé and Principe, 
which had formed a subject of correspon- 
dence between the King’s Government and 
that of the Queen. The deputation hoped, 
that having had these facts brought imme- 
diately under his attention, His Majesty 
would feel disposed to quicken the action 
of his Government, and bring Slavery and 
the slave-trade throughout his dominions 
to a speedy termination. 

Mr. JosepH Cooper thanked the King, 
inthe name ofthe deputation and thefriends 
of the cause, for granting the present inter- 
view. He felt anxious to dwell on the 
point, that so long as professing Christian 
Powers tolerate Slavery and slave-trading, 
little impression was likely to be made by 
their remonstrances with those nations who 
did not make a profession of Christianity. 
Another point was, that preparation for 
emancipation was so much time lost. All 
the British Colonies which had accepted 
the apprenticeship system had been com- 
pelled to abolish it by legislative enactment. 
Antigua alone had never adopted the 
system, and had not only suffered no 
inconvenience in consequence, but had 
been largely benefited. France abolished 
Slavery without preparation, and with 
perfect success. Holland had wasted many 
years in maturing a plan of gradual eman- 
cipation, but had at last felt compelled to 
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adopt'the wise course of declaring it should 
be immediate. The result had been, that 
the labouring population were working 
steadily and continuously, and that pro- 

rties had largely increased in value. He 
tae Portugal would do the same thing, 
and was sure she would never have cause 
to regret the step. 

Mr. Ausrieut solicited permission to 
submit the fact, that the freedmen of the 
United States were working in the most 
satisfactory manner. As Secretary to the 
National edmen’s-Aid Union, he had 
been in correspondence with all the exist- 
ing Associations in England and the United 
States for assisting the freedmen, and 
there was a unanimous concurrence of 
testimony as to their fitness for immediate 
emancipation. It was in the power of one 
individual, who resolutely set his mind to 
‘the task, to accomplish much ; immeasur- 
ably more could he do in this matter who 
was also a king. 

M. LaxsovutaYE now read the Address of 
the Comité Francais d’ Emancipation, which 
was as follows: 


TRANSLATION OF THE FRENCH ADDRESS. 


SmeE,— 

A Frew words from Your Majesty, on the 
occasion of the opening of the Portuguese 
Cortes, having inspired the hope that Your 
Majesty’s Government will hasten the day 
for the abolition of Slavery in your trans- 
marine possessions, the French Emancipa- 
tion Committee take the liberty of express- 
ing the wish that their hopes may be ac- 
complished. 

In the Address which they have had the 
honour of submitting to Your Majesty, our 
colleagues of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society, dwelling upon the most 
significant illustrations of the fact, state 
that the immediate abolition of Slavery has 
in no instance presented any real danger ; 
but, on the contrary, that the intermediate 
stages which retard emancipation with the 
ostensible object of better preparing the 
way for, and rendering it less perilous, are 
full of inconveniences and difficulties. 
Sharing completely their conviction, we cor- 
dially concur in their respectful observa- 
tions on this point. We also united with 
them, Sire, in expressing how deeply we 
deplore the ravages caused by the slave- 
trade in those parts of Eastern Africa 
which are under the jurisdiction of Your 
Majesty’s Government. 

_ But we likewise unite with our colleagues 
in rendering the fullest justice to Your 

jesty’s generous intentions. We are 
persuaded that Your Majesty is resolved 
to efface Portugal from the list of the 
Powers which yet maintain an odious in- 
stitution, and that your noble efforts for 
the abolition of Slavery will assure ‘you a 
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glorious place among the benefactors of 
mankind. 
We have the honour, Sire, 


to present to Your Majesty the homage 
of our most profound respect, 


In the name of the Committee, 


Ep. Lazoutaye, de I’ Institut, Pres. 
Avueustin Cocuin, de l'Institut, Sec. | 
Eva. Yune, du Jour. des Débats, See. 


The King replied in French, much to 
the same purpose as he had already done 
to the English deputation, renewing his 
assurance that the subject should have his 
serious attention. 

The deputation was followed into the 
antechamber by M. de Ribeiro, who said 
that the Government had recently issued 
the strictest orders not to allow the trans- 
port to St. Thomé and Principe of more 
than the authorized number(ten) of libertos, 
and that all in excess must be accounted 
for to the local Government. The slave- 
trade on the East Coast of Africa was pros- 
ecuted by Arabs, who had such small boats, 
and so flat, that pursuit was impossible, 
and prevention only to be attamed by 
maintaining an enormous fleet of cruisers 
to watch 900 miles of coast... He added, in 
answer to a question from the Secretary, 
that the measures underconsideration, and 
referred to in the Kirg’s speeches, was to 
shorten, if possible, the term of Slavery, 
as fixed by royal Decree of April 1858, 
which had yet eleven years to run. The 
whole subject was under the consideration 
of a Commission, whose report had uot yet 
been presented, but which, it was under- 
stood, would now soon be placed in the 
hands of the Minister for the Colonies. 

The deputation then withdrew. 


NO JUSTICE FOR THE NEGRO. 


THE heading to the present article ex- 
presses our deliberately formed opinion. 
We regret to entertain it, but experience 
has forced it upon us. There is in the 
governing quarters no lack of sentimental- 
ity on the subject of the wrongs of the 
African race, but it assumes no vital form, 
gives no proof of its sincerity, while it 
serves as a cloak for oppression, or, at any 
rate, for a denial of justice. We cannot 
bring ourselves to believe that the ruling 
powers have ever been in real earnest to 
secure to the African subjects of the crown 
their full rights as citizens. The Govern- 
ment of the day yielded an unwilling assent 
to emancipation, clogying it with con- 
ditions which proved obstructions to the 
progress of the emancipated ; and legisla- 
tion for the emancipated colonies has ever 
since been in favour of the dominant, not 
of the freed class, Education, which ouglit 





to have'gone hand in hand with freedom, 


Pent ORI TE 























aueust 15, 1867.] 


has been almost wholly neglected, and very 
little encouragement held out even to the 
well-educated of the race, to rise in the 
social scale. From offices of trust and 
emolument, the coloured citizens of our 
colonies are, as a rule, virtually excluded, 
so rampant is the prejudice against colour, 
while the masses.are designated as ‘‘indo- 
lent, dishonest, ungrateful, and incapable 
of self-effort.” Every kind of calumny, 
however absurd, is promulgated against 
these despised people ; and even our own 
consuls, in slaveholding countries, do not 
scruple to unite in the wild outcry against 
them.* 

Within the last two years a total change 
in the old constitutional form of govern- 
ment by representative institutions has been 
carried out in four principal West-Indian 
colonies, and it is not improbable that all 
of them will be made to pass under the 
Caudine forks of retrogressive legislation. 
It may be objected that the Jamaica 
Assembly committed political suicide ; but 
although this is true in one sense, it is 
none the less true that the act was per- 
petrated in a moment of aberration, the 
result of terror and of the pressure put 
upon it by the Governor, Mr. Eyre. We 
ourselves never regarded it in any other 
light, though there is compensation in the 
rule of Sir John P. Grant, inasmuch as he 
will at least not govern for a class. Never- 
theless, the principle of these changes is 
not in accordance with the progressive ten- 
dencies, nor with the enlightened intelli- 
gence of the age, and we must only hope 
that when the affairs of Jamaica—so sadly 
disorganized by the miserable misgovern- 
ment of Mr. Eyre—are finally settled, and 
the difficult questions which underlie much 
of the dissatisfaction admitted to exist are 
adjusted, a return to representative insti- 
tutions will be found practicable, and the 
people will have placed in their hands the 
power to weed out from the class that has 
ruled them, men like the supporters of 
Mr. Eyre and his accomplices. 

Our strictures, however, do not apply to 
Jamaica only, but to all those of our colo- 
nies which are peopled with the African 
race. We hold that no well-established 
equitable system of government for them 
exists. They are governed by the caprice 
of the Colonial Minister for the time being, 
and by the traditions of the Colonial Office. 
The friends of the negro find no seat there. 
The spirit of the old-slaveholding autocracy 
is still rampant in that department, or the 
oppressive measures which disyrace our 
colonial statute-book would never have 
been recommended for the royal assent. 





* Vide Despatches f om Ministers Consul Cowper 
and Vice-Consul Krngg Porto Rico. Siave- 
trade Papers, Clsss B, 1867.—(Hd. A.S. 2.) 
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We should have had no ruinous system of 
immigration imposed upon the masses of 
the labouring population, compelling them 
to pay taxes for the introduction of foreign 
labour to compete with their own. It is 
even probable that the unoccupied land 
question, in those colonies which have 
them, might long ago have been solved, 
and an end put to the heart-burnings that 
have arisen out of it. Justice for the negro 
does not mean that he should enjoy privi- 
leges not also granted to his white fellow- 
subjects, but that these should not have the 
powerof legislating for themselves as a class, 
and of oppressing those of African descent. 

The whole system of the government of 
our emancipated colonies requires not only 
a thorough revision, but a radical reform 
upon some general and equitable principle. 
lf immigration, to wit, is to go on, at any 
rate let the rule be laid down that those 
alone who profess to require foreign labour 
shall be compelled to pay the whole cost of its 
introduction, and shall also be made pecu-~ 
niarily respousible if any of the immigrants 
become a charge upon the publicfunds. Not 
a penny of the general taxation ought to go 
towards the expenditure under this head ; 
and had that prejudiced, one-sided and in- 
capable minister, the late Duke of New- 
castle, only been as enlightened and just as 
he was pre-eminently the reverse, as a colo- 
nial minister, long ago the planters would 
have been duly admonished not to look to 
the public purse to pay even one third of 
the cost of their immigration schemes. 

In a former Number we commented upon 
the new judiciary system of Jamaica, of 
which the chief feature is the abolition of 
trial by jury in certain cases. In Sierra 
Leone, another colony inhabited by Afri- 
cans, and indeed a pre-eminently African 
settlement, this same system has been 
introduced under Governor Blackall. Con- 
siderable pressure has been put upon the 
Colonial Office to repeal the obnoxious or- 
dinance, but up to the present time without 
effect. Remonstrances do not immediately 
meet the eye of the Colonial Minister. 
They are smuggled out of sight, and pri- 
vate communications are not unfrequently 
essential to provoke a reply to official letters. 
The real business of the department is 
carried on by subordinate but—owing to 
their position—influential employées, who 
can aud who do often obstruct the course 
of justice. They withhold documents, 
earwig the miuister, pooh-pooh remon- 
strances, and, in fact, govern according to 
their prejudices, not their rights. The 
correspondence on this Sierra-Leone matter 
is most curious as illustrating the crooked- 
ness of ministerial ways. ‘The history of 
the unpopular ordinance abolishing trial 
by jury in civil actions is simply a scandal. 
Governor Blackall passed it in an hour, 
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with closed doors, and the parties to it are 
notoriously in bad repute in the colony. 
It was the work of Mr. Cardwell, and was 
probably an heir-loom from his immediate 
predecessors, for it bears the mark of its 

ntage. Thanks are due to Mr. C. 
Duxton for rescuing the correspondence 
from the waste-paper basket of ‘‘the de- 

ment.” It contains the petition— 
published in a previous Number of this 
journal—of the inhabitants of Sierra Leone 
against it. Not an averment made by the 
petitioners is contradicted, notwithstanding 
that Governor Blackall goes out of his way 
to assert that the signatures are of persons 
of no importance in the colony, although 
he must have known they embrace the 
names of some of its wealthiest and most 
respected merchants. The Governor met 
specific charges against certain individuals 
interested in the passing of the measure 
by broad denials, and was afterwards com- 
pelled to admit the accuracy of the accu- 
sations. He admitted that no public 
notice of the Bill was given before it came 
up before the Council, and that it passed 
through the then readings in a sitting of 
one hour. The Earl of Carnarvon severely 
censures the whole proceeding, admonishes 
the Governor that he must rebut the 
charges against certain individuals by some- 
thing in the shape of evidence in favour 
of Ministers Bradshaw, Pike, and Martin, 
all officials, accused of cruelty to their 
servants, and after all this grandiloquent 
display of impartiality, recommends the 
measure for the royal assent. Inconsistency 
cannot possibly go further. 

The inhabitants of Sierra Leone have, 
however, we rejoice to perceive, again ad- 
dressed the Colonial Office. In a memorial 
to the Duke of Buckingham, protesting 
against the ordinance, and praying for its 
repeal, they bring some grave charges 
against Mr. Huggins, Acting Chief Justice, 
and Mr. Montagu, Acting Assistant Judge. 
They are accused boldly of the grossest 
immorality and of notorious incompetency. 
They beg the Colonial Minister to demand 

_of Governor Blackall the production of the 
police-books containing the records of the 
cases against Mr. Montagu, and they solicit 
his removal from office on the ground of 
his immorality, as also that of Mr. Huggins, 
on the score of his incompetence. They go 
on to show that justice is not only not 
done, but that, under the ordinance, ex- 
cessive punishment is inflicted, and, in 
illustration, hand in the following tabular 
statement :—(Vide p. 189.) 

We submit that such a statement as the 
above cannot go unnoticed, and it fully 
proves that our opinion is justified by facts. 

Let us cite another illustration of the 
failure of justice. What more flagrant case 
demanding redress than that of the innoe 
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cent sufferers by martial law in Jamaica? 
We will not mention names, for they are 
legion ; but what reply do these unfortu- 
nate people obtain from head-quarters to 
their solicitations for redress and compen- 
sation? There is a stereotyped form, which 
we will summarize from actual documents. 
‘¢ Petition to the Queen sent in. Secretary 
of State unable to advise Her Majesty to 
interfere. Colonial Government cannot 
entertain application for compensation for 
arrest and imprisonment during martial 
law, but specific claim for damage done to 
property, or for property stolen, under con- 
sideration for final submission to Her 
Majesty’s Government.” 

ow, it is a mere form of speech to say 
such petitions are laid before the Queen at 
all, and the farce had better be omitted. 
The simple fact is, that the documents come 
under the notice of no one likely to take 
the subject-matter up, and press forward 
the claims. The Jamaica treasury is not 
only empty, but there is a deficit on the 
revenue, so that, were it even expedient— 
which we hold it would not be—to pay 
compensation out of the general taxation 
of the island, there is not money to do it 
with. Our very decided opinion is that all 
compensations ought to be paid out of the 
Consolidated Fund, because the suffering 
was caused by the illegal act of the Go- 
vernor, and by the brutality of the armed 
force employed—not to put down a rebel- 
lion, but to inflict terror upon a loyal 
community—and was sanctioned by the 
Home Government, which will not only 
not prosecute the delinquent Governor, 
but obstructs the course of justice. If the 
supporters of Mr. Eyre in Jamaica, Dr. 
Bowerbank and others, who got up ful- 
some addresses to the murderer of Gordon, 
could be mulcted of the sum requisite to 
cover the amount of compensation to the 
innocent sufferer, partial justice might be 
done. These men hounded on Eyre to his 
ruthless deeds, and ministered to his craven 
fears, if he ever entertained any of the real 
character of the disturbance, and are really 
responsible for what resulted. The real 
offenders, few in number, are past being 
mulcted; they paid for their acts of 
bloodshed with their lives. But why 
should the innocent suffer, and be made to 
pay in increased taxation the expenses of 

r. Eyre’s reign of terror? 

This whole question of compensation will 
have to be treated as soon as it is possible 
to bring it forward. It is most unfortunate 
that the reform debates have been so all- 
absorbing that no opportunity has pre- 
sented of bringing the matter forward in 
Parliament this session ; but it will not be 
allowed to slumber, and we hope a few 
earnest men may be found to press it toa 


satisfactory solution, ‘ 
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BIRMINGHAM LADIES’ NEGROES 
FRIEND SOCIETY.* 


THE forty-second anniversary of the Ladies’ 
Negroes’ Friend Society was held on Tues- 
day the 11th of June ult., on the premises 
of Mrs. Joseph Sturge. There was a good 
attendance of ladies. The Rev. D. J. Kast, 
from Jamaica, on a visit to this country, 
had been invited to attend, and was pre- 
sent ; also Captain Milburn, Mr. N. Hop- 
kins, and Mr. W. Morgan. ‘The business 
on the books was disposed of, collections 
from Leicester, Worcester, and other places 
paid in, with the sum of the Birmingham 
collectors. There had been an increase of 
251. 13s. for 1866 over 1865. The amount 
as yet received for 1867 leaves some doubt 
of the increased income being maintained. 
—The Report having been read, Rev. D. J. 
East rose to commend itsadoption. It had 
been listened to with deep interest and 
attention. Mr. East spoke of it as one of 
the most interesting statements to which 
he had ever listened, considering the com- 
prehensiveness of its character, and its 
numerous details. 

Mr. East was introduced to the meeting 
by Mr. W. Morgan, as President of the 
Calabar Institution, Jamaica. The fol- 
lowing is an epitome of his address to 
the ladies :—Allow me to assure you how 
much obliged I feel in having the privilege 
of attending this annual meeting of the 
Birmingham Ladies’ Negroes’ Friend So- 
ciety. Ido not think it would be easy to 
calculate the evil which would befal the 
land from which I come, and the people 
among whom, for the last fifteen years, I 
have lived and laboured, were the efforts 
of this and kindred Societies discontinued, 
as Iam sure it is impossible to estimate 
the good which they confer. The indirect 
influence of such Societies on the negro 
— is most beneficial. You know 

ow in times of Slavery they were oppressed 
and persecuted, and you know from recent 
events how intense are the autipathies with 
which they are still regarded. Such Socie- 
ties as these, however, assure them that 
there is in Britain an influential body of 
Christian people who feel with them and 
for them, and who will stand forward in 
defence of their rights and liberties. And 
in seasons of excitement such as those 
through which we have recently passed, I 
know of nothing which tends so much to 
quiet their miuds, and subdue the reseut- 
ments which might otherwise arise, than 
such organizations and efforts as yours. I 
wish also to refer to the more direct labours 





* We extremely regret that our Birmingham 
friends should delay -ending us these interesting 
notices. If forwarded eariier, the pre ent one 
might have been inserted in the July Reporter. 
—Ep A. 8. &. 
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of this and kindred Associations in the 
cause of popular education. Without the 
aid thereby supplied, | do not know how 
many of our schools would be kept open. 
Our circumstances as a community in 
Jamaica are totally different from yours. 
In the work of education it cannot be said 
we have any patronizing class. There are 
honourable exceptions in a few planters 
and merchants who contribute, but, for 
the most part, the missionary is left to 
seek the moral and spiritual elevation of 
the people single-handed and alone, except 
as he finds sympathy and co-operation in 
the mother country. How much, there- 
fore, as missionaries, we feel indebted to 
your efforts I cannot find words to assure 
you; nor is it easy for you to understand 
how much solace and encouragement is 
afforded to us by the correspondence of our 
Birmingham and Liverpool friends, and by 
the substantial aid that sometimes accom- 
panies their communications. I know 
personally every school mentioned in the 
report, and I desire, in the name of my 
brethren and of Christian missionaries of 
every denominaticn, whether Moravian, 
London, or Baptist, to tender to you our 
most heartfelt and most grateful acknow- 
ledgments. The subjects on which one is 
tempted to expatiate are so numerous that 
it is difficult to make a selection. I will, 
however, advert for a moment to the 
loyalty and love of order on the part of 
our Jamaica peasantry. I know what has 
been said to the contrary. But I have 
lived among the people; I have visited 
them in their homes and settlements; [ 
have gone into their mountains, and met 
them in their chapels and schools, not ouly 
to worship with them, but to discourse with 
them on their social interests and every 
day concerns, and I am bold to say there is 
not a more loyal-hearted people on the face 
of the earth, allowing some modification 
in regard to the district of Morant Ray. 
And even there I do not think for a invument 
the people intended disloyalty to their 
Queen, or to the Governor, as her repre- 
sentative. Their feeling was directed against 
the magistracy, who by a long course of 
mal-administration and wrong doing in 
those very Courts in which the people had a 
right to look for justice, provoked them to 
the outbreak which we all deplore. Why, 
three days after the news of the disturbance 
reached us, I took a journey of sixty-five 
miles, in company with oneof my daughters, 
leaving my wife and other children at 
home, surrounded by black servants, and 
black students, and black villagers, and not 
a white man within a mile and a-half of our 
dwelling, and not a policeman within seven 
miles of us. And I well remember meet- 
ing a number of intelligent black men at 
the time, leaders in the church over which 
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I preside, when one of them, repudiating 
the charge of disloyalty and sedition which 
had been alleged against his countrymen, 
turned to me and said, ‘‘ Minister, I could 
shed the last drop of my blood in defence 
of the British Crown.” And I believe this 
is. the prevailing sentiment of the black 
population of Jamaica. I may also refer 
to the encouraging signs of the present 
hour on the subject of education. During 
the time of poverty and distress, conse- 
quent upon successive years of drought, 
both our congregations and schools pain- 
fully declined. But I am glad to testify 
that almost all the letters which I have re- 
ceived during the past few months speak 
of improvement in these respects with the 
return of fruitful seasons, and I have no 
doubt the average attendance will be soon 
attained. And [am glad to know thatthe 
present Government is about to inaugurate 
a scheme of popular education, which pro- 
mises to give satisfaction to every section 
of the community. And let us have such 
a scheme as shall diffuse the blessings of 
education amongst the great masses of the 
ae demas and I have the highest hopes 

the future of ourisland. Fura moment 
I may advert to the institution over which 
I preside at Calabar. It contemplates the 
training of two classes of students—one a 
theological class, preparing for the Chris- 
tian ministry, and the othera normal-school 
class, preparing for the work of day-school 
teaching. In the earlier years great diffi- 
culties had to be encountered in the first 
department, not more than three out of 
ten becoming pastors of churches, although 
they became useful as teachers and oceca- 
sional preachers. Subsequently, about 
nineteen out of twenty-three have become 
stated ministers and missionaries—all black 
and coloured men. About twenty have 
left the institution to become masters of 
our day-schools, and most of the schools 
referred to in the report are taught by 
young men from an institution at Calabar. 
The normal school branch of it is growing 
daily in importance. It is now under the 
charge of a Mr. Roberts, from Bradford, 
Yorkshire, devoted and enthusiastic in his 
work—a man I had almost said of one idea, 
educate, educate. I cannot conelude with- 
out a reference to the mission to Jamaica 
of Messrs. Harvey and Brewin. It was to 
the missionaries and their families as 
‘angels’ visits,’ and will ever be remem- 
bered with gratitude. It is impossible to 
calculated how much it contributed to calm 
the popular excitement which passing 
events were likely to create. I thank you 
sincerely for the opportunity you have 
given me of meeting with you to day.” 
—The proceedings then terminated. 
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THE FREEDMEN’S COLUMN. 
(From the New York Tribune.) 


In their anxious desire to secure for 
themselves the advantages of education, 
the Freedmen are affording the strongest 
possible proof of their appreciation of the 
rights and duties of citizenship. And itis 
not simply that they are ready to accept 
education as an eleemosynary gift. The 
best feature in the case is, that whenever 
able, they are willing to pay for it. In the 
State of Georgia for example, there are 
236 Freedmen’s schools, of which 52 are 
supported by the Bureau, 77 by Northern 
societies, and 107—nearly one-half of the 
whole number—by the Freedmen them- 
selves. The education of the coloured 
people is making gratifying progress in 
Georgia, recently-published returns show- 
ing that from October 1866, to June 30 
of the present year, there has been an in- 
crease of 188 schools, 176 teachers, and 
10,726 pupils. We are not surprised to 
learn that the negro’s earnestness in this 
matter is bringing about a healthy re- 
action of sentiment among the whites in 
favour of his education. It would cer- 
tainly be to the disgrace of the whites if it 
were not so. 











Rebiew. 


Life of the Hon. George W. Gordon, of 
Jamaica. By the Rev. D. FretcHer. 
Price 2s. 6d., with a Portrait of the 
Jamaica Martyr. 

To be had direct of the Author, Moy, 
Treland ; or at the Offices of the British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, No. 27,. 
New Broad Street, E.C., London. 

Publishers: London: Elliot Stook, 
62, Paternoster Row ; Dublin: J. Robert- 
son, Grafton Street. 

Tue Rev. Duncan Fletcher was inti- 
mately acquainted with the late G. W. 
Gordon, and is therefore most competent 
to write a biography of him, founded upon 
individual experience. In the present 
instance Mr. Fletcher has performed a 
labour of love, and no one can read what 
he has written of his friend without feeling 
satisfied that in the various relations of 
life Mr. Gordon was not only a most ex- 
cellent man, but also one gifted with 
extraordinary powers of mind. His life 
was consistent throughout ; and although 
he would appear to have some imes acted 
from impulse, we find on examination that 
such impulses were the promptings of a 
generous nature, ever in the right direc- 
tion, and the result of forethought, regu- 
lating the discharge of his duties as a 
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Christian to his fellow-creatures in tribu- 
lation or distress. Mr. Fletcher is earnest 
in endeavouring to do justice in this re- 
spect to his deceased and much calumniated 
friend, and has faithfully accomplished his 
task. 

We understand that the work is now 
going through a second edition. 








Adbertisements. 


PORTRAIT OF THE LATE 
G. W. GORDON. 


Portraits in Crayon, of the Jamaica Patriot, 
G. W. Gordon, may be obtained by applying to 
E. B., care of L. A. Chamerovzow, 27, New 
Broad Street, E.C., London. Price, elegantly 
framed, £5 5s. 

Ediiorial—We can answer for the life-like 
resemblance of these portraits, which are en- 
larged from an excellent photograph of the 
deceased martyr. The artist has an admirable 
talent, and has never better succeeded than in tb 
present instance. 


RICHARD’S MEMOIR OF JOSEPH 
STURGE. 


In consequence of recent changes in his busi- 
ness, A. W. BENNETT is desirous of disposing ot 
the remaining stock of the present edition of the 
above work, originally published at 16s. It is 
offered, on the present occasion only, at the very 
low price of 4s. 6d. per copy, which it is hoped 
will encourage a large circulation for a work so 
valuable for general distribution at the present 
time. 

Orders to be addressed, and Post-office Orders 
made payable, to Alfred W. Bennett, 5 Bishops- 
gate Street Without, London, E.C. 


Orders for six or more copies will be sent 
carriage free. 
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Price, with Mr. Gordon’s Likeness, 2s. 6d. 
THE HON. GEO. W. GORDON, OF 
JAMAICA, 

HIS EVENTFUL LIFE AND TRAGICAL DEATH, 


By the Rev. D. Furrcuer. (Late of the London 
Missionary Society.) Author of ‘* The Geography 
and History of Jamaica,” ‘The Slavery of 
Jamaica Freedom,” &c. &c. 

London: Ex.iot Stock, 62 Paternoster Row. 
Dublin: J. Roserrson, Grafton Street. 
Glasgow: Gro. GatuiE, 99 Buchanan Street. 

Copies may be had on application to the Secre- 
tary of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, 27 New Broad Street, London, E.C. 





New Ready, 8vo, Limp Cloth, Price 1s. 6d. 
JAMAICA IN 1866. 


(A NARRATIVE OF A TOUR THROUGH 


THE ISLAND, with Remarks on its Social, 

Educational, and Industrial Condition. By 

THoMAs Harvey and Witi1AM Brewin. 

London: A. W. Bennett, 5 Bishopsgate Stree 
Without. 





DONATIONS AND “pay meee S. 
1867. 
We beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the 
following donations and subscriptions re- 
ceived since our last :— 
£s. da. £3. 
Dons. Ann. Subs. 
Binns, Thomas, Totten- 
RN ahd Roar ss 3 
Candler, John, Chelms- 
Se ee rer ee 
Elott, Robert, Nassau, 
N.P., Bahamas. . 0 
Evans, R. 8. ditto. . 0 
Kennedy, J. Westbury. 1 
Love, J. Nassau, N.P., 
Bahamas. . 0 
0 
1 
1 


0 10 


Stephens, Charles, ditto. 
Zachary, Daniel, Stour- 

port. 
Zac 


ee Oro, Rt Orr 
ee 20: ©€ee@ @: @ 


hary, Thomas; ditto. 





FORM OF BEQUEST TO THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN 
ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


I give unto the Treasurer or Treasurers, for the time being, of “The British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society,” established in London in the year 1839, the sum 
0 Pounds Sterling, to be raised and paid for the purposes 
of the said Society, out of such part only of my Personal Estate as shall not consist of 
Chattels real or money secured on Mortgage of Lands or Tenements, or in any other 
manner affecting Lands or Tenements ; and for which the receipt of such Treasurer or 


Treasurers shall be a suficient discharge. 
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